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Lord Biſbop of Serwn. 


"MyLo xD, 


ee: Name is here 
& Fa tothe enſu- 
ib Dj eourſe, neither for 
Charm nar Amilet, to ave 
i from the Rude and Cen- 
ſorioins* for ic doth not ar 
all regard what Encertain- 
ment it meets with at (uch 
hands. ' But it aſſumes. this 
Honour opor) rhe account 
of its Author, who/ having 
the happineſs to be one of 
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your - 'Dioceſmm Clergy, 
thinks att he 'camperforin-ib 
that Relation; ought po be 
devoted"to yout Lordſhip, 
avs Sincere Teſtimony ofthis | 
bounden '- acknowledging | 
your PaternatGoverhment. | 


| need not [thay 
and great Boil which ro 
befaln this Church, through 
a want of duly obſerving 
what this » Diſcourſe com- | 
mends. For as your Sings- 
; nhaw labours co re- 
els, and your Pi9ous Soul | 


deeply reſents them ; fo 
Tek Great Diſcernment 
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nly (ces that .chey are 


ſcarce 
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The Epiſtle Dedieatory. 


ſcarce (now) toibe remo- 


ly s and 
Regular Cavechining.: And 
thae the moſtlikely means 
ro. eſtabliſh Trach- and Ho- 


| lineſs with FZoſterigy,is firmly: 


and-early;: ro | imprins; the. 
Fonger minds, who 'are. the 
hopes of Religion;with thac 
Catechiſm, w5* our Church 
out of her fingilar prudence 
and affeRion hath provided 
for chem. 

Burl may noripurſue this, 
Ie 1 ſhould too much fayl+ 
ter in the Laws of Dedica- 
tion;zwkich oblige me to ad- 
mircand praiſe char Apoſto» 
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ity whichare emi- 
Ck Lordſhips'Go- 
me. and which [dare 


ſcarce name, for fear I ſhould! 
offend that Heroich Modeſty: 
and lowlinefs fo conſpicu- 
ous in'y our. Great ConduG. 
Befides,l am-({o averſe roche 
aſual Modes of Dedication, 
_ that Ecannot' comply with 
chem in any thing, unleſs in 
my hearcy prayers for your 
Lordfhips Good Heath, and 


hoptfcremtin reftifying to. | 
the world thacT am 1-4 
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MY LoKD, 


* Your Lordſhips. moſt hamble 
| -qmk moſt devored Serrant 
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fulnef; and who look;not fe much. 
. npon what will take with a cor- 


_ fing x wits inſtead. of cenſu- 
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IZ7ie Condition | this ſmall 
8 Treatiſe. # |/o little agree>. + 
© able to the preſent Ceninue' 
of the Age, that there neets 
no. great Sagacity- to foretel its 
Entertaiaument. But thoſe wha 
value Books not by their Dreſs 
and' Faſhion, but Matter and Uſe- 


rupt Generatjon, es help to amend 
it 5 when they maturely weigh 
the SubjeT and Deſtgne of the En- 


ring, will be ready to reſent. the 
weak management of ſo concern- 
A 4 ing 


ce ths th the only "A- 


Eta what is here writ- 
TT intended for Per- 
n, but (Tays ard A it had 
eft its retirement, had it 
Rel s forced thence by impulſe 
at. Y« TX” it 

ent hg this is 


6-3 ug 


reat _— fo 
0 ſuch thingt as ma 
ow Weg. Tru 
ang... And that 
zitig by « wore. peculiar 
"© hrs Fervleat, 
ary upon. this account, that 


6% Ages has uſed 

it to bb arpoſe. 

LP” he of which Inſtitu- 
rio fo in our: 
Borders J) «< hon fir great 


ediji- 
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| the Diſcourſe I have 0 Toro d 
have - le hee out of 


which the younger ſort are train» 
ed wp in the Pals es of @ 
uſfulman. 
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herein Pp 


*=- rape doſ,-days y-days. 


CIbek þ freach' in the Morning, 
and Catechiz'd | i the Afﬀter- 
noon”, "the Papiſts did neither. 
And it” was undeniably happy 
w#th\the Proteſtant Religion, 
ag; diligent Catechizing was 

the: chief Epgine imployed to ſup- 
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plant 


impoſe npon others w 


| thren to take alittle more Pains. 


yet methinks if 
thingelſe,this alone my 


w #0 « little 


the Author i zone 


not do themſelves 5, for: 'be "To 
conſtant Labourer 'in that Vine- 
yard, wherein he his Bre- 


nion, the Miniſter may NG 
« good Conſcience of having well 


dif 


ot CAC Ave 8: mars ARAt 
Sic ve," OTST WINEETIEE 

| Wo a AT 44s 2h on 

| 1131341 t $05. ISAÞ wh 

ke -, GJ"? WR \alil60v; 51 

Ik WI Y4X "I" BYE} 3% 

IB. 4 eNeas v4 8% - ** 46.4 


Stadt andre V, Tan 2 48-2 
6a ages att Oh vos 
NLO LT ITS WEIITUE 
wana. int ag 2457 
@ni6] view S\niil waar yy with 


+; | 

Qreysn\\\ Cn 164/1bfl SA nn in 
Yae pralugaA 1 24 2262AC0D 2% 
ID 


ES. OIL. ORC 5; & 


THE | 


: 


a a« wvS@@«” £@ 2a -« «a a 


+... 


* ex # o "1 A " 
—_ 4 v - 4 = 
"I £2 ol - FP - + » 
4 Ca, +4 . wa, 
\ 
" # 
. - 
o 
% 
E d. 
- « - 


; 
] 


% 4 | Doc 
'E | and Holineſs among ſome, 


3 


| 


THE | 
Primitive Inſlitution;: 


te 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


Hat in the farhe 
} Church and Nation, 
WW there ſhould” be no 
leſs Oftentation and 
"Noiſe of Relipi on 


of Profaneſs and Impiety avs 
others, will prove a matter _ no 
great wonder to.ſach as dul 
quire into the cauſes of 


i gp when it is conſidered, 
| .thatas1 nce may be theMo- 
ther of bHadeDevotion,fo t = 


B 


,; = « & | $4 HyTDEe 


yant of 


mm t 
a right ge >; of 
as ver foundatian of all true 


pr ut qeG, pa f all renlcy Reli- 


of attaining it, grows from a 
Fight opinion touching things 


Dis: : Is all 


ach by 


en Fl - By het m_— EE a- 
| Pry: lk 

$ Prov- 

efiettual. which have beca 


fame 1 ant both in rar 
- ment/and manners, as, if nothing 


ada nin! os tho cnTe 


| be likewiſe of. deſperate Preſum+ 
od.. And: 


proper means | 


es... A 


An'this'A | [ity Wic- 
re De pilchs: 
prom n,/is Ki 


of cithict : TharoWWows nk 4 


affeFionate care. —_— 

mn , "that both 6ur © 

lives ma oY, be duly in and . ' 
regular 


mno Obarch bf 2 
borer A fe 


omination 
arallel'd. $9 that it cannot 
le admired, "how any of #7. 
"Church ſhonld be Sither Vicious 
Or *Erronteons confidering that 
there is nothing bg wanting, of the 
hurches 
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(Churches. part, that may keep 
aur Actions Vertuous, and Senti- | 
ments Ortagdox. 8-1 
- + Byt aSjn, matters| of the .Civil | 
State, many evals- ariſe: from a 
le, - or remiſs. execution of 
thoſe Laws which. are ys Srv | 
to- prevent. and ſuppreſs; them-: 
Sa1n p{-hurch,aack of ſeeing | 
'her Inſtitutions duly obſerved, | 
- when there wanted no circume | 
ſtances to exatt it, may claim a | 
large ſhare in her. preſent Diſ- | 
oe Far , the letting of 
Diſcipline be too looſe , embol- 
den'd not a few to break it. 
However, leaving the miſchiets 
that accrue from this, and the un- 
handſome and cold celebration 
of: the Divine-Service; the ne- 
gleCt of guiding Sermons by the 
Articles ; the almoſt utter dif 
uſage of the Homilies ; the lame 
ervance of the Rufbricks, and 
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Jnſfitutton, 5 
fleight execution of ' the Ca- 
nons of the Church : leaving, T 
ſay, theſe for the Animadverſion 
of others, I ſhall only take notice, 
that the Omiſiton, or lazy and 


hake-warm uſe of Catechizin 
ought to be blam'd , for much of 


' FAhat Viciouſneſs and error, which 


_ — —_ 4, A". *_ 


is ſo ſadly viſible both in conver- 
fation and: Judgement. And I 
ant Seeply paged It this per- 
fwaſion; that till publick Cate- 
chizing fall under a diligent , 
conſtant,and unanimous pradtice, 
there is- but little likelihood of 
ever ſceing that Union and Holi- 
neſs, Peace 'and Truth, flouriſh in 
this Church, for which ſhe was 
once ſo famous. 

Now that thoſe to whom the 
great charge of Souls is conſign- 
cd, may be awaken'd to a little 
more vigor and diligence in Ca- 


techizing, and that they would 
B. 3 ſhake 


6 The Puimitive | 
ſhake off: that Supineveb, which; | 


m this caſe they cannot retain,but, | 
to the.aggravation' of their own | 
wilt, and the. encreaſe of the. 
huyrches miſery 5! And that e+ 
very {tation of ;men, moyed with 
the ſenſe of Dnty and Emalument,, 
may contribute to the raiſing up 
of the faln practice of Catechi- 
zing , is the deſigne and aim of | 
the cnſuing Diſcouglt : whereia 
no:Method at; all, was projefted; 
bue every thing ſpoken to. as; it. 
freely offer'd it ſelfe. And as | 
for ends, the Searcher of hearts 
knows, there was nane other 
in the publication here- - 
of, but Gods Glory, and the Edi- 
fication of his Church. 


CHarP 
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Of Catzcbizing, Its name, 
uſe Secular and Relt- 
£108. 


Nd the firſt thing that comes 

to: be ſpoken of concern- 

ing Catechizing,is its Name, And 
I the rather chulſe to begin here, 
becauſe that the true notice of 
the Name, will help us to that of 
the thing. Now that there 1s a 
peculiar force and fgnifticancy in 
words, and that we cannot there- 
of beſafely ignorant, 1s but too 
evident by thoſe many errours 
that have in all Ages riſen from 
meer Verbal Miſtakes. And 
therefore if we could once be {o 
happy as to find out the true 1m- 
portauce of words, and to hit 
RB 4 upon 
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upon ſuch an agreement between | 
them and things, as not tocloud | 
in ſpeech, what is clear in Ngture, | 
bat plainly to expreſs things as | 
they are in'themſelves; that then | 
one great cauſe of error, in all | 
ſorts of Learning , would be re- | 
moved x for it 1s an obſe.vation 
that will not quickly be antiqua- 
ted, That the confounding thoſe | 
things 1a Language, which. in | 
their nature are diſtin, and the 
expreſiing of different matters 
by the ſame, or words of near 
affinity and likeneſs, hath in all 
Sciences bcen a fruitful Mother 
of erroneous apprehenfions. 

And this is alſo plain in the af- 
fairs of Religion, in which not 
only a perverſe miſtake in old 
words, but a liberty of introdu- 
cing new, has ever proved fatal, 
and deſtruftive: For out of »ew 
words, New opinions inſcnlibly 

Creep 
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Jnſfftutton; 9 
creepinto the: Church, and'with 
Age grow too ſtrong for her Diſ- 
cipline :, which being foreſeen by 
the Holy Nicene Fathers , it mo- 
ved them to deoree againſt. the 
uſe of ſuch words in matters of 
Faith, as were not ealily to be 
deduced- from , or direaly 
found in ſacred. Scripture. 37®: 
And- upon: the ſame ac- <6; 
count Tertulliax would 
not have our Ears accuſtom'd to 
New words. Adver/. Heret. Cap. 
16. And for the like reaſon-St. 
Bail could not be induced to 
forgo one Jvta inthe old form, 
when he was ſollicited by. the 
Arians, A cautiouſnels which 
we may concetve, was wiſely 
made uſe of by thoſe Reverend 
Perſons, through whoſe means, 
by Gods bleſſing, we enjoy our 
Religion 1a 1ts preſeat Retorma- 
tion.: For we Fad that they had. 

B 5, a 


10 The Pitmitive 


an eſpecial care not toinnovate in: 
words or forms, when they could 
with due ſecurity retain the old. 
And to-inſtance in what has near 
et affinity with-our preſent Sub- 
3c, we ſee that they have ſtyled 
that Breviary of Religion, which 
they compiled, or rather collect- 
ed out of the beſt and moſt an- 
cient Models of that kinde, by 
the name of Cztechiſorm Which 


in its general notice {ignihes a 


familiar and 'eafie method of in- 


———— —_——— —  -—_—_ _— 


filling the radiments of any Art, 


Science or Faculty. Which be- 
ing done by a frequent repeti- 
tion of ſame thing, Catechizing 
1s derived from a word importing 
the reciprocation of the Voice, 
after the mahnet of an Echo. 
Andin this ſenſe it is often to be 
met with in ſecularAuthors, from 
whom it was adopted into Reli- 


gio2, and there retains the ſame | 


BItiON 


Tiffitutfon; ti 
notion and Office. For by Ca- 
techizing, the Church: hath: al- 
waycs taught the 'Fundaments 
and chief Principles of Religroh 
vivl voce. And thoſe that were 
thus taught, the Greek Writers 
uſually call Catechnmens, and 
the Latine Hearers ; which might 
as well reſpe&t the manner of 
their Inſtruction, as their fellow- 
{hip and Commumon with the 
Church : 1n which they went no 
further than to be admitted to 
hear the Principles of Chriſtian 
Faith made plainr unto them. 
And to Catechizing, thus under- 
ſtood, there will be no inconve- 
nience to-afirm that St. Paul al- 
luded, Roz. 10. 17. the Ear be- 
ing as properly the door of Reli- 
gion, as of any other Science. 
That Catechizing was a way of 
Inſtrution, not to be reſtrain'd 
to thoſe Catechumens ſo fre- 


quently 
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uently mentioned. in Church- | 
Hiſtory , and the Ancient” Ca- | 
nons ; but that all Believers did ' 
therein Communicate-, will he | 
made good in another place of | 
this Niſcourle. | 
Burt if it be doubted whether | 
this be the native meaning. of | 
Catechizing, it then, follows that 
we have recourſe unto the occa- 
fion whence it aroſe... For. if 
words are notes of that which 
the Speaker conceiveth,. and con- | 
ceptions are Sigres repreſenting 
that which is ſpoken of; it is ne- | 
_ceſlary that he who would. right- _ 
ly underſtand words, ſhould have | 
_recourle unto the things whence | 
they come. Now the Church | 
_ C which is Gods School ) hath 
ever uſcd Catechizing as a term 
of Art, ahd we are therefore-to | 
gaderitand: it with reſtrai:xt to | 
141, Matters as the Church is ac- | 
cultomed 


m1 &f & = ww W600 + 1 Jy 
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cuſtomed thereby to inſtruct. 
Following herein the Rule of 
Thomas , that in words we mult 
not ſo much reſpett their Origi- 
nal, exact, and preciſe ſignificati- 
on- and derivation, as whereunto. 
by uſe of ſpeech they are apply- 
ed. 2. 2..4q. 92. Art. 1. Now 
ſeeing that the Church, which is 
Gods School, hath ſtrit by Catc- 
chizing taught-the fix{t notices of 
Religion, we may ſafely cloath it 
with this definition ; Catechiſm 
is 4a ſhort and caſe. Inſtrution, 
which explains the myſteries of 
Faith, and the whole Body of 
Chriſtian Dodrine, in ſuch a 
manncr as may be plainly under- 


ſtood by the loweit Capacities.And 


if there be any thing cloudy m 
this definition .,,. it will receive 
ſufficient light from what 1s ſpo- ' 
ken of in the. following Chap- 
CL, 

CHADP.. 
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CHAP. IL 


The Age of Catechiſm. The 
Inſtitution of Adams and ; 
Abrahams Family. The | 
Schools of the Prophets, 
The contirual uſe of Ca- 
trechizing among theFews, 
particularly after the E- 
rection of Synagognes. 


Their benefit thereby. 


| Aving found that Catechiſm 
is but Greek for a peculiar 
manner of Inſtru&ion, and that k 
ſince it was received into the 
Church, doth (1gnihie a brief and 
plain Inſtitution of the firſt and 
chief grounds of Religion; we 
may by the Laws of concluding 


inker, 


infer, that Catechizing 1s as an- 
cient as the principles which are 
thereby inſtructed ; and theſe are 
as old as the firſt man. For Re- 
ligion began, when. God was 
as Catechilt, and gave and 
mitracted him in. that Law, in. 
whole obſervation conſiſted* the 
main Articles of his continuing 
in a ſtate of excellent Felicity. 
In which it he had tarried till he 
had had an ofi-ſpring grown up to 
a Capacity of Religious Educa- 
tion, he wonld, no doubt, have 
taught them to obſerve that Law, 
which his Maker for that end had 
aſligned him. For we need not 
be ſcrupulous to ſuppoſe that 
Adam would have been as careful 
of his Childrens in{tuction be- 
fore the fall, as he was after it. 
' Some traces of whole care are 
to be perceived in his Sons de- 
portment , when they. brought 

their 
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their Offerings to- Gods Altar as 

Teſtimonies of Gratitude and 

Devotion : which could not be 

ah& effett of meer Natural In» | 
ſtiat, but: of Adams pious dili- 
ence to bring them up religiouſ- | 

. And though meer Natural 
Reaſon may Teach. man a Belief 
and worſhip of God, yet to dot 
with the circumſtances of the | 
two firſt Brethren., exceeds its | 

zWer.. 

The underſtanding: and pra- 
Qice of the Primordial Law of 
not Eating the forbidden. Fruit, 
would have been ſufficient for 
Adam and. all his poſterity :. As 
having in.its womb. (to uſe Ter- 


txlian) all thoſe-moral precepts 


which were afterwards delivered ) 


by. Moſes, Exod. 20. and by our 
great Law-giver reduced to-two -| 
heads: Love to God; Love to 


our Neighbour, St. Mark 12..30, , 
31. 
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31. For if they had obſerved 
the firſt, they would not have 
broken Gods Commandmeat 
and if they had done the like to 
the Second, they would not by 
yielding to the perſwafion'of the 
Serpent, have deſtroyed them» 
ſelves: but by love to both, have 
fulfilled the ' whole Law. As 


| Tertullian ar adverſ. Tude os, 
| Cap. 2; That it was Pop. 


Adams firſt Iſſue to be inſtruted 


- 10 this Primordial Law, wherein 


the whole Morality conlifted, 
none I think wil-gainlay : That 
Adam ( for there was. none elſe 
to do it ) did therein. inſtru& 
them, we may conclude, not on- 
ly from the neceſiity of the thing, 
which ſo wiſe a man as the. firlt 
could not but perceive z but alſo 
from Adams julitice, to make ſome 
amends to his Children in their 


Education,for what he had dama- 
ged. 
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ged 'them by his own diſobed:- 
erte. And if the manner of the 
Inftru&ion” be demanded, I ſhall 
content 'my ſelf with the opini- 
on of that Rabbinr , who ventu- 
red ( diſcourſing him upon this | 
Subje&) to derive their[ Lekack ] 
or preſent Catechiſm from Adam, 
whom they rationally imagine 
to have taught his Sons a ſhort 
and'plain Deſcription of the ne- 
ceſfary Principles of Holineſs and 
: which are the Sym of | 
all Catechiſm. 

"But that which yet affords us 
a 'more evident atteſtation of 
Catechzing , or delivering and 
Inſtru&ting the Rudiments of Re-- 
ligion, v7v4 voce, in the Firlt | © 
Ages of the world, is the unque- 
ftronable Tradition of thoſe Pre- | 
cepts which paſs under the name 
of Noah : Into which if we look 
attentively , they will eaſily 4; | 

dil- 
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diſcerned, to have been, the Uni- 
verſal Catechiſm of all Mankind, 


and to contain a compleatScheme 


of Duties towards God and the 


/ | Neighbour. 


| Now among. theſe "Precepts, 
fome were greater and more fa- 
mous, .others of an- Inferiour and; 
Obſcures rank. Thoſe of the 

rmer condition are here ſpoken 
of, nd ufually ſet down after this 


i. Againſt ſtrange Worſhip , 
or Idolatry. 

. 21 Againſt Blaſphemy, 'or the 
Curſiag: of the molt Holy 
Name, 

..3- Againſt Effuſion of Blood, 

| \;-/:of _— ; 

. Againſt, Reyeali Na- 

by Adulter y + 

5. Againſt Theft ind Rapias 

| . 6, Concerning civil Juſtice, 

. and Obedience, 7. As 
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7. Againſt Fating the limb of 


" aliving Creature. 


Whereof the two firſt reſpet 
our Demeanour toward God; the 
next four belong to the carriage 
of one man toward another; and 
the laſt forbids all ontrageous 
cruelty to other living Creatures, 

But. how this laſt ſhould be 
reckon'd in- thenumber'6f thoſe 
Precepts of Natural Right, com- 
mon to the whole Humane Race, 
is not ſo eaſily to-be apprehend- 
ed; eſpecially when *1s conſi- 
der'&thatit was not heatd of <11l 
after the Flood', 'when God ſaid 
unto Noah coming out of the 
Ark, Fleſh with the Life thereof, 

which isthe Blood thereof, ſhall 
. ye noteat, Gem9.4. Where the 


ting of fleſh.is not ſimply pro-# 


hibited, but the abſcinding- and 
Eating the limbs of living Crea- 
tures. 


| 


}, 
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' zures. Anda late Author gives 


an inſtance hereof 'in Lambs- 
Stones. 

. The Reaſons uſually render'd 
of this ſeventh Precept; are-the 
avaidance- firſt of Cruelty ; and 
next , of Communitating in the 
Cuſtoms of Idolatrous Nations : 
Which at once proteſt both a- 
gainſtits Age aud Morality. And 
upon this account it x, that lear- 
ned Perſons have excluded it the 
nutuber of Natural Precepts, and 
(ct it in Noa#'s Ritual of. Cere- 
monies. But there js a general 
agreement among the Jewiſh Ma- 
fre that” the firſt {1x Precepts 
were .given to Adem from .the 
very beginning of things, and 
were the common Law of all 


ill | Nations under Heaven. 


he 
O- 
1d 
a- 


O'S. 


| 


But no ſach matter can be 
Gund concerning the ſeventh : 


Which is ſo totally paſſed over in 
lilence 


22 The Poinittfve 
filence'by 'Fob+ who' yet takes 
notice-of 'all the reſt, and juſtifies 
hisintegrity by their obſervance, 
And'becaule this perhaps-ts/ not 
obvious to'evety Reader, it may 
be no way ' mpertinent; to/ note 
the Texts, Where' the Idumeas | 
makes his profeſſion. | 


Be Againſt [dolatty , BY 31. 


2. "Aint  Blaſphemy , Job 
F. 

$. Apainſt Homicide , Chup. 
31. 29. 

4 "Apainſt Adultery, Chap. 31. 


9. 
5. Againſt Theft, Chap.31.7 
6. Againl(t [njuſtice, Chap. on 


by 


7. Oc. 


- And thongh theſe ſix Precep 
-without any remote” colle&orh, 
"may be deduced front the or 
ai 


oth, 


Ve- 


aid 
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fſaid Texts 5, yet in. his whole 
Book, Job has not left the leaſt 
intimation of the ſeventh : which 
could not have eſcaped the: ob- 
ſervation of ſo wiſe a Prince , if 
therein. a Natural Equity had 
been concerned. St. Auguſtine, 
in his Eighteenth Book and four- 
tyſeventh Chapter of the City of 
God, athrms that Job. was neither 
Native Iſraclite, nor a. Proſglyte 
ad by their Law 5 but 
bornand bred in Tdumea: And 
therefore. protelled not the fox 


 Precepts upon the accauat of a 


Jewith Tradition, but becauſe 
they were the common Religion 
of Mankinde. 

Before the Law, faith. Tertul- 
lian, was written in Tables of 
Stone , there was an unwritten 
Law, which was given neither in 


; Horeb, nor Sinai, nor inthe De- 


ſert ; but] 1n Paradiſe: 


And 
was 


24 The Piiniltive 
was naturally both Known and 
kept by the Fathers; who from 
the obſerving of the equity and 
juſtice of this Natural Law,recet- 
wed Titles of Approbation and 
Honour ; 'as Noah was called a 
JuiF man,and Abraham the friend 
of God : Tertal. c.2. —_ Tur 
devs. + 

And that chis unwritten Law 
given in Paradiſe, was * 
Precepts, we may conclu 
what Mr. Seldon tells us out 2» 
Moſche ben Maimon, who (ſaith 
cremptorily delivers, that 
_ the ſex Precepts were given to 
the firi® man from the very be- | 
ginning of the world. And hee | 
fore' ought rather - to bear the 


| 
| 
| 
-name of Adam than of Noah: for ) 
| 'Y 
1 


the later can be entitled to them 
no otherwiſe, than as in him all 
mankinde was preſerved, as in 


the former they had been begun, | p 


In 


m 
Il 
n 


L, | 


n | FANS a : 


, " others concerain 
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In which ſenſe -all Nations and 
kindreds of men, were called the 
Sons or Children of Noah: A- 
mong which there was. no. exte- 
riour badge of diſtin&tion;7 till 
God gave Abraham the. Sacra- 
ment of Circumeiſpon, which did 
not leſſen or abate the extent and 
power of the fix Precepts: for 
after Circymciſcon, the -w as 
well as the reſt of men ſtood” o- 
bliged to their obſervance. Nor 
indeed was it poſſible to be other- 
wiſe, ſeeing that thereig was con- 
tajned the Univerſal Religton. 
And at the coming of- Moſes, 


| theſe Precepts were ſo: far from 


q 


' 'confirmed : with the addition of 


being evacuated , that they were 


the-Sabbath, 
the Reverence of Parents, and 
the very. thought of defalking 
other mens :goods, All which 


-make up the Tex words or: Deda- 


C Logue. 


as CThePiniitive ' 

Jogue. .. And that was now En- 
raven in Tables of Stone, which 
was only written in Tables 
of Fleſh. But the for Precepts 
werethe Catechiſar of the warld 
om Adam to'Noeh, who recei- 
vedthe Seventh... Ia which con- 
_ dition Religion continued till 
Abrabam received the Precept 


of 0 moan, A” which 
1 


of Na- 
tions wap. 2 of Worſhip. And 
now the Jews had eight Freceps 
for the Rule of Duties, uader 
which they continued untill the 


timethat God at Mara gave them | 


a Statute and an Ordinance ; and 
by ſpaces filled up their Ritual. 
Bur that which molt wmaparts 
the preſent Subject , is the mane | 
mer how the Firit fox Precepty 
were mlirutted'; Which without 
doubt was vivd voce, or by an 


Oral Inſtitution.:_ for. certainly of 
things 


| 


things wntyritter, there can be no 
wen purer T7 
gate che 3 + For not 
withſtanding that cheſe Precepy} 
<. | Contaitt'd{uch ary apparent Equity 
n.| and Right, as | be by none 
:1| detiyed, who' therein had once 
ot been duly -— : yet" there 
was a necefiity of Conperent 
eq means to procure this'mformatt- 
34| 92. Forlet Charafters be never 
pts 
ET 
he 
2M 
ad 


ſo large, and evident in them- 

ſelves, yet the' faireſt Paper ear 

EOAS ID 

ced. And! 

Soul of man be at firſt as a Bovk 

wherein nothing is, and yet every 

«i; | thing may be written 3 then ex- 

Education or Inffruffion, 

a} Yeor Diſcipline niuſt of necefſi- 

Ps | ty fill up this blork, And the 
an 
of 


FICY! of mans Soul, asit B 
mot ſaſceprive, ſo isit kkewiſe , 
tnoſt concerned to be firftEngra- / 


LY S 2 ven 


| of 


| 
| 


as <VThoPyimi 


even. with the things which in- 


pot us pos fu Apheirees to- 
Neighbour 3 Z 


the contents So the Faye Precepts.) 
Ci hat the Soul. cannot a Q- 
therwiſ - furniſhed therewith*, 
than by Oral Infitution or Cate- 
«ohiſms+, -will, be, granted by all 
who- would-not, = this Table 
,wvrit upon juſt Jike thoſe which 
Moſes received in the Mont. 
p t what in this caſe may ſeem 
but darkly-probable in the Two 
Patriarchs of mankinde, is con- 
ceived--to be clear amd evident 
in the Father of the faithful. For 
Authors of no contemptible cre- 
Recollert from that * FonrNon 
ve. Abrgham for his fbre- 


> wag are/to, inſtruct, his Chil- 
drenand Houſchold [to keep the 


TT "RS 


: ”e. of the Lord, and to do Juſtice 
re Gen. 's 4 


s manner of .in{truQion is | 
there 


| 


Jnffitution, F 20 
there ſpoken” of For /albeir 
tharro oo Juſtice and Judgement 
is a principle naturally Imprinted 
upon mans Soul, in a Charatter 
no Mortal Power can efface ; yet 
it was Morally impoſlible for 4- 
brahams ' Family to keep the 
[may of the ot A They is, to 

uainted with the pur 
a6f condition of that Corona 
God had made with Abraham ; 
where'there was no Drvine In- 
ſpiration, nor any written word, 
to guide them : unleſs Abraham 
by a gentle and eafie Method, in- 
troduced them into the know- 
ledge of what fo intimately con* 
cerned them. And not to be 
ſcrupulous about words or forms 
of Speech; it is more than proba 
ble, that this Holy Man taught 
his Family vjv4 ware, or famihar- 


| ly by word of mouth; which is 
| the true and Genuine Senſe of 


C 3 that 


in the Inſtitution of Jehogf 
Jebojada: the Pricits nor «Wi 
Solomon | inſinuates goncerning 
Hun; nor m what the Raþbins 
aſjert of the avauy:boyſes of Cov 
techiſm that were in, Hieraſalom ; 
Bar 1n what ſome write EQncerhs 
ing the &cbools of the Prophets, 
ployment was to Catechize : not 


- 


ing, I ſay, any ſtrength 1n 


chiſae 3 I ſhall upon that 
which yields both a more gbvious | 
and certain Teſtimony of its An- 
cientnaeſfs, namely ; That the Jews 
have continually had, and to this 
day have the practice of Cate- 


chiſn, 


Tnftitution. 31 
chiſxr, by which introduce 
= ct mto bs, knowledge 
of God, and the Rites of his wor- 
fhip. Tis true, there is ſome-dif- 
ference in the time when this In- 
ftitution is begun :* For the An- 
cient Jews began not to T 
their Children the Principles 


; 


"> 


Z 
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| their Religion, till they were 
wE ctmplcce Chinon years of Ape; 
bt; | butthe Modern Jews in the Ea- 
ff; | ſtern parts eſpecially, begin much 
Mr | more early. * And this they do, 
MN! (as Aardn Benet4s a Sabioin Bars 
Nt} bhary told me) becauſe: of rheix 
be unſertlement, and for fear a ſud- 
as | den removal ſhould preventthem 
6 | in this duty. 

at Tt is very rematkable, that nb 
as ' foot-ſteps of Carechizing ap- 


pears 1n the ſervice of the Tem- 


WS | ple; which was indeed {© wholly: 
W | Ceremonious, that it may be 
&+ | doubted whether ought of Moral 
__ C 4 Reli- 
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Revienn the chief of Catechiſm 

wast i Eg a thought ” 
deſigned. Indeed after the Ere- 
Qion -of Synagogues there ap- 
pear. great indications that this 
way of inſtruction was in no vul- ) 
gar requeſt : But then in fixing 
KS certain time when theſe Reli- 
gious edifices wereErected, there 
is:-\mall agreement among the 
Learned. That Synagogues were 
built before the Jews return from 
Babylon, is very uncertain, But 
after they. were returned, it 1s 
plain that their Land was full of 
theſe Houſes dedicated ro Gods 
publick Service : wherein all 
parts of Divine Worſhip (except 
Sacrificing) were celebrated. 
And they may be ſaid to have f 
had that Relation tothe Temple, 
which Parochial Churches have 
now tothe Cathedral. But not 
to diſpute about the th” | 


" Jalfitut{on. * 33 
and Quality of _ Jewiſh 'Syna« 
gogues, that-which I would ob- 
-ſerve therein, as moſt agreeable to 
the thing it hand, is, That Cate» 
chizing was (at leaſt)'a Princip! 
part - of that Teaching, which 
was therein frequented. And to 
_ atteſt this remark , : one known 
pang out” of | Epiphanize, com- 
pared with another in F?. Joſe> 
pho, areall the Authorities 
are thought needful to be pro- 
duced. ; 
_Ephiphanins ſpeaking: of the 
Scribes ( who | were: the '» chief 
Maſters of the Synagogues) faith, 
that they wereaulyural 74 rus Re- 
porters. of the Law; and that 
they taught Ss banriuli 'tYouupantky, 
a kinde of Grammatical know- 
ledge. theremm. And Joſephar 
writes, that by vertue of this 
Teaching the Law, the Jews were 
as ready to Anſwer any. Queſtian 

derand= 


of this way of inſtructing the 
. Law, ſuits with Catechizing in 


- 07 L leave 


bt - ain 57 > bing this = | 


—————— 
words of the Law, and their na- | 


ked Ke Revdin ( as ſome have fap- | | 


this mſtrnftion. had upen | 
bes jaltra&ed. For we find that | 


i preſeryed them in- the true | 
Worſhip 


Was A a—_ 


complithed . by ſuch | 


as naming, ſpelling., 
Letters and  Sy{ables. 


and fach other fbcederiau 
Grammeticel Niceties. And he 
by this inſtruction the Jews were 
preſerved in the true Worllnp of 
the true God, is exccllently .ob- 
ſervedin this particular, namely, 
That-albeit the Hebrevs Nattan, 


| before thewr Captivity, had Pzo- 
_ phets to inftruct them pe true 


orſhip of Gad, ck 
Kan falling wuto 
But when they were mound 


orthip 
( Though it muſt not be denyed 
but that many corruptions and 


hetero lax cox::its weretherew 
Lc. _ 


Worſhip of the true God: which 


9 
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retained.) And the reaſon that 
hereof 1s rendered, is, the _— 
Qion- uſed- in the Synagogu 


Whereby they were > ks 
man 6 iQ what the  chronght 
and ſo firmly and nm rooted 1n 
the Knowledge and Service of 
God; that their defection there- 
from was even Morally impofli- 
ble. Bnet when they wanted 
this plain way of being thus Ca- 
hats. hey fell into all thoſe 


evil, which are the undenyable 


conſequences of the want of Ca- 
techizing, even Diverſities of 0- 
pinions, Secs and Diviſions. 

St: Pazl” Arguing : with the 
Geaſtich 5 and concluding him 
excuſcleſs in' what he did, uſeth 
{this Topick :\/Fhat he had not 
.oacly the Law 'in readineſs to 
[Beach him otherwiſe, but had 
ialrcady therein been a Catechu- 
ancy < But whether we may hence 

infer 


Mm. 460% SS SE .) 4 i. BÞ 4, 


infer , That the Old Synagogue 
had a formal Catechiſm like the 
Modern, I ſhall-not temerariouſ- 
ly pronounce. Yetſomething to 
this purpoſe may be- collected 
from thoſe Commentaries which 
paſs under the name of St. 4m- 
broſe + Where we tind the Office 
of thoſe Doctors mentioned., 
r Cor. 12. 28. thus expounded : 


- Tilos dicit DoGores,&c. He calls 


thoſe Doors or Teachers, who 
ja the Church inſtructed Chil- 
dren in Reading: and retaining 
their Le//ons, according to the 
cuſtom of the Synagogue : for 
their Tradition hath patied unto 
us. If you alk me what the 
Leſſons were, which the Dottors 
Taught the Children: I anſwer, 
The Principles of Religion. If 
you demand the manner how 
they were Taught : I reply, In a- 
manner ſutable to their Capact- 

eICcs. 


$8 
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ties. It again you demand, 
what that manner was : 1 return, 
Catechizing, in the native and 
common acception of the Word. 
Bur if —— ſhould be ill 
looked upon, as being a Traditt- ) 
_ _nt from the Jews; then 


_—_—_ part of Chriſtianit 
had ——— jealous aſpetl 


upon the ſame account”: far it is 
molt certain, that a large ſhare 
both \of Chriſtian Rites and Do- 
Qrines were derived from 
daiſm, which was not to be laid 
deſolate by Chriſtianity, but com- 
pleated mdentamed, —_ 
mitive Chriſtianity vg (accor- 
ding ta Mr. Selde the _ 
and Pro hetick Coring 

Qld Judaiſm. "F4 


CHAP. | 
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Catechizing in times of the 


Apoſtles. E vidences theye- 
of in $t Pauls Eprſiles, 
Fhe Contents of therr Ca- 
techilm. 


of this kiad of in{truction 


B how dun locvcy the traces 
in the Jewiſb Diſpenſation, 


yet the Foot-ſteps: thereof arc 


moye traccable in the Goſpel. 
Where Catechi/xa is not obicure- 
ly intimated, it we may rely any 
thing on the Words aud Senten- 
ces. Which therein, occur -to this 
popes in the Firſt place, it can- 
not be denyed but that in the in- 
fired Epiſtles we plainly read of 


WO 


ooo or of Mas, na 

ewo ſorts of ians, namely, 
ſuch' as werenewly admitted in- 
to the Church, compared by St. 
Peter to New-born Babes, 1 Pet, 
2. 2. andſuch'as had been there- 
in a longer time ; called by St. 


Paeyl the PerfeF, in refpect of their 


eater o_n_ in Chriſtian Re- 
igion ;*or the wiſdom which de. 
ſends from above, or which 
Chriſt came to Teach and Infuſe; 
St. Jam. 3.17. To the former. 
of rhefe they gave Milk, and in- 
ſtructed them m the ealter points 
of Religion : But' ſtrong meat 
was ordained for the later. Who | 
having been firſt well Catechized 
mr Chriſtianity, were capable of 
higher myſteries. * And of this | 
we have a clear illuſtration'inthe 
ſixth to the Hebrews, where we 
firſt read of the 34 dpyir  x&ry 
abr, The DoGrine, or diſcourſe, 
of the beginning of Chriſt - Or 


(as 
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(as we now read it): the Princi- 
ples of the Dodrine of Chriſt : 
That is, a Catechiſm: which con- 
tained a brief Summary of thoſe 
Principles which were neceſlary 
for every Chriſtian to learn, and 
tobe laid as a Foundation meet 
for the Superſtructure of higher 
myſteries, and matters of a dee 
reach; ſuch as the Prieſt-hood of 
Melchizedeck , and how he was a 
x Lp Chriſt, Heb. 7. And'of 
later St. Pay! would not in- 
treat, till he ſaw the former ſo 
faithfully received, believed and 
raiſed, as that they might be 
laid aſide for the preſent. | 
Now the dqz« , or Principles 
wherein Chriſtians wete firſt 1n- 
ſtructed , are thus reckon'd by 
the Apoltle : Firſt , Repentance 
from dead works: Secondly, 
Faith towards God : Thirdly, 
the Dofrine of Baptiſm: F mo 
| a 


dead : And Laſtly, The certain 
of Eternal 5 ne 

were the chief and; main points 
of the A Catechiſm, the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of 
God, the rudiments of Chriſtian 
Religion, faith our Old Margi- 


nal note, or the Catechiſm wheres , 


i= the younger ſort of thoſe times 
were 
ticles now mentioned, or ſome 
fuch-like, were (no doubt) that 
form of Dod@rine, that manner 
of Catcchizing which was deli- 
vered to the Romans, Rover. 6. 
17. or as our margin reads out 
of the Greek, whereunto ye were 
delivered or given np + Where 


the ordinary phraſe 1s changed | 


by the Apoſtle. For albcit to 
fay* To this form of Dodrine 


you » 


And theſe Ar- | 
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you were deliyered, is not fo a- 
greeable exther to the Latine or 
Engliſh ſpeech , as, This form of 
Dodrine which was delivered 
kg 41 : Yet the Apoſtle makes 
uſe of the fylt, to tel] us, faith 
Cajetan, That not ſo much the 
form of Religion was delivered 
to men , as that men were deli- 
yered to-the form of REPS. 
That ſo by this means Religion 
might be known to. have Autho» 
rity and Power over. man, and 
not. man over Religion. But 
not to inſiſt upon this ;,. it, need 
not be doubted that this formef 
DoGring fpoken of by &t, Paul, 
was a Surmm Chriſtianity 
or the Catechi/aFaſed in t 
early and beſt times of Chriſti- 
anity, which contained the farſt 
Principles of the Oracles of 
God, By which ſome under- 
ſtand the Creed, as Cyril of Hie- 


ruſalem 


4 The Primitive 


ruſalem in his Catech, 4. ſtyled 
- by him the milkey Introdution, 
m- alluſion to St. Pal, 1 Cor. 3. 

2. Heb. 5.12. Others , of the 
Creed and Lords Prayer, as Bede : 

Others, the Creed, and Deca- 
logue,, as Aquings : Others, all 
choſe Elemetits which the Cate- 
pred learned ,. and profeſſed 
riſe; whereof the Creed. 
chePrincipal. ' Which with 
the Lords Paths the Clergy was 
- enjoyned to Teach the people, 
Corcil. Mogunt. Cap. 45, And it 
was a general command of the 
Church, that thoſe who were to 
be Baptized,ſhould have a certain 
time allotted f@r whe learning and 
rehearſing of the Creed. Which 
the Eſtern Chriſtians alwayes re- 
peated with a clear Voice, when 
they came to the Holy Commu: 
mon of Chriſts Body and Blood : 

As appears in the Twemry m_—_— 


— *F If AA, 


— 


"on, wi ff Þ 


OE LEE HH — 
S. 


 Inflitution. 45 
Canon of the Comncil of Toledo. 
Burt if this ſeem to reſtrain Cate- 


- Chizing only ta ſuch Catechumens 


As in the Hiſtory and Canons of 
the Church are frequently-men- 
tioned ; .and that this kinde of 
inſtruction was not uſed toward 
thoſe whom by Baptiſm the 
Church had already received 
into her Communion : It then 
follows, that we ſhow how Cate- 
chiſm was a plain Jnſtitution - 
wherein all believers did Com- 
municate. And 1n the fir{t place 
it is manifeſt out of Oecxmeniay 
(expounding the mx dpxic aogher 
is) That there were ſome points 
of Chriſtian Religion wherein 
the Novices were Catechized 
before Baptiſm, and ſome after. 
Thoſe in which they were Cate 
chized before Baptiſm, were, The 
neceſſity of Repentansce:torenounce 
the Devil and all bis works: A 0 
g- 
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believe in God, &c. And tho 
ints which they learned after 
aptifm, were the 2yfteries of 
our $2070urr paſſion and Prief. 
Bood;*his takingnawr [o'r 0 hint 
Felf, and working our Safvation 3 } 
the Myſteries of ont, ReſurreFion, 
- the lalf Judgement, and ever 
aſting reward, or life. And the 
Catechiſm of theſe was common 
to all believers, becauſe necef- 
fary. | 
Secondly, "That Carechizing 
belong'd to all within the 
Church, and was not confined 
on vl to the Novices in Religion, 
and Candidates of Chriſtianity, 
we may confidently infer froth 
the expreſs words of St. Pal,Gal. 
'6.6.. the divides the whole } 
Church, to which that Letter was 
dire&ted, into" Catechift and Ca- 
Yechized. Where by the later 
caundot be meant only thoſe who | 
WECkTre f 
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were not yet. admitted to Holy 
Baptiſm, Styled by the Church- 
Canons . Catechnmens : Forthen 
we muſt conclude that the Cate- 
chamen and believer were all 
one : contrary to Tertullian de 
Pemrit. Cap. 6. de Corond Milit. 
Cap. 2. and all the Fathers ; And 
that there wasa ChriſtianChurch 
m Galatia conlifting of Catechu- - 
ee5, or unbaptized perſons, 7. e. 
a Church of Chriſtians without 
Chriſtians, Which abſurd in- 
conveniences cannot be evaded, 
unleſs by thoſe Catechized {po- 
ken of by the Apoſtle, we under- 
ftand fach as had received Bap- 
tim already, and were ſtill to 
be inſtructed in that Religion 


-whereinto by that Divine rite 
they had been admitted. So that 


in St. Paws time Catechizing in 
its native acception was contt- 
nued even to: thoſe who had *: 
| taine 
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tained already to ſo much know- 
Te inthe Prinei les of Chri- 
tjanity, as reader” of them 3 1a the 
Language of the Ancients, Com- 
petentes, or perſons fit for Bap- 
-tiſm, and to be admitted to the 
higher Myſteries of Religion. 
The ſame Apoſtle told the Co- 
rinthians, that be had fed _ 
with Milk, that is, by the con 
ſent of all, with Catechetical De 
&rines. And there is no doubt 
that thoſe Texts in Heb. 5. 12. 
Heb. 6. 1. are pregnant intima- | 
42.18.25 Fions of this truth. The | 
like may by affirmed of 
what St. Lxke has recorded con- 
cerning pr [Introduction - nl | 
les went Apollios, an 
rad f my. Excellent Theophi- ) | 
1ws;iato the knowledge of Chrilt. | ; 
And what. has been (ſaid, affords [ 
ſufficient '- ground* of alerting 
h 


CSIIOs to-.have- been. wn 
with | 


| 


LY 


with the Apoltles, and that Bo 
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ſcended from the Synag 
it was 'the 
Primitive Church; the ſubjeQ of 
the SEG Chapter. | 


F WIS 4 WP I 


CHA P. I'V. | 
The Apoſtles: Catechifts in 
ſeveral Provinces. The 
Declenſuon and Reſftaura- 
tion of Catechizing. Ca- 
tecbiſts Styled Exorcifts, 


&c. 


te. —___ 


Ut if we imagine that the 
marks or Catechizing are 
a t 1n. the New Teſta- 
ment, yet if we look into Ecele- 
feflical Hiſtory, we ſhall there 
ind that the Apoſtles had their 
&veral. — they 


were 


practiſe X94 got ns the 4 


Yo Tho Piiintrive 
wet Catechifts. And that'by 
Warſy > ror tm - F 
"Wit or 
yer after rhe Pofſiar recei 
an alteration Mw their Ce- 
remonies. Although it muſt be 
confefied thatitwesnotlong till 
the Maliee and, Enyy of the De- 
vil and man hrou gi a decay, jn 
Uhis oRt ifefirl Th Peron, 'For 
$a ithe ſecond 
þ ng was o->far declined, 
» i(living.in the Two 
aſs 


a icHiech, of Chriſt) 
hundred gage With tHe Tithe of 


its Reſtorer. But where this Re- 
ſtauration of Catcchiziag by 0- 


"Rx Was abtetted, 1s not (evi 


Fre we read that | 


—p—_— 


<Hent.” There ts 
tity That Jadocr was therSecnedl 
63dan A@ion. 'Forwered 
Hewas very receaved| 
there, -after 'he fled our of MHet-| 


grace 


agredt probalj- | 


—— 


mma than - mand» * 


Path, tas #4 mn. i 


ynitititcon.” St 
grace withthe Chriftians of that 
, becauſe in the time of 
Decis he had offer'd Tncetfſs to 
an 141, to fave his Tof 
which his care was not | 
| uſtifiable) from being < 
y a fey Ethiopian. | 
In Alexandria, Origex conſe 
not be ſaid to reftore Gatechi- 
. zing, for it is expref3ly affirmed 
that there he ſicceeded ini Cathe- 
dri Catechetica2 his dds Cte- 
wens, as Clemens had done his 
Maſter P arte ws in the fame chair. 
And of theſe two later we are 
told, that they made it their em- 
| ployment toTeach the grounds.of 
| Religion, not by Sermons or Ho- 
milies, but by Catechi/ze, in ſuch 
| Schools and Colledges as in great 
likelihood they themſelves had 
founded for that purpoſe. 
So that we (ce how in. Hlexan- 


| Aris (and we may hopethar the 
D 2 like 
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like was in other ound ) there 
was -a ſucceſſion of, Catechiſfs ; 
. who. were alſo called Exorciſts, 
not. only becauſe (as Iſpdore ex- 
plains the word ) by Prayer in 
+the Name of Jeſus they caſt wr-| 
elean Spirits out of thaſe who 
! were poſleſled : Nor meerly in 
_xegard of Exorcifing the Pagan 
"Catechnmens, when they came to 


_ be ized (as is to be ſeen, at 
. = Edina 
| but becauſe that by their diligent 
_ Catechizing the Principles . of 
Chriſtianity, they pulled down 
'Idolatry, and - i ca(t Satan 
- out. of his Kingdom, and diſpol- 
__ 1 ar” that Tenor which 
| ol-worſhip he had fo long! 
ulurped. And the firſt part of 
ow of Baptiſm, binds the! 
Baptized to renounce Idolatry 
under the name of Devil. That 
Exorciſing was an Office of good 
repute 
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repute in the Ancient Church, 


'| and not to be invaded, by the 


Laity, is clear out of Tertulian, 
who in his Book adver/. Heret. 
Cp. 41. tells, how the very He- 


' retical Women were become ſo 


ſhameleſs and malepart, that” 
they durſt Teach, 'Di/pate, Exor- 
ciſe; and even Baptize. 

Mr. Calvin makes it a probable 
conjeQure,rhat the Epiſtle tothe 
Hebrews was not Penn'd till ſome 
time after the Goſpel was,and the 
Church had erected a form of 
Government, and had Conſtitu- 
ted among other things, an order 
of Inſtruction, or Catechiſaw', 10 


| which both the adult converts, 


and Children of believers were 
to be Taught : And he further 
adds, that thoſe Principles men- 
tioned Heb. 6. had reſpe& unto 
the uſual and eſtabliſhed form of 
Catechiſm. Now if ' this con- 

D 3 jecture 


The ( 
ive-and re- 
to its proper place, there 
willnced no more to. prove Ca- 
techizing to. be of Apoltolical 
Inſticution and Pratice. 


i — 
—— 4 — 


CHAP. V. 


. probable upon the account 
of its convenience : In 


the Ob && ; Me» 5 
mr of; wr" 


ſappoſe that all which has 
Brie: hitherto 


been obſerved be 
> = not 
of om of was @- 
ver in with _ rimitiye 
IndtruQors of Chriſtianity,which 
would be a very uncouth ſuppo» 
fals yet this doth only conclude 


| 


The Antiquity of Catechifit | 


| 


| 


f 


* rational to: Introduce 1gnorant 


Inftitaplone 5% 
agatuſt the Age, but nob the aQur. 


venience of Catechiſm. It np. 
way proves that ſuch a way of 
inſtruction had not been. highly: 


Infidel unto the knowledge ob 
the true Faith. For alk thats 
who by ordinary means were te: 
be- convened to: Chnſtian Reli- 
\ were no leſs: 1 1ts 
principles, than thoſe lafants who 
are Born within- 'the Charehs 

and mere? be — 


5 Was ag 
| ſer CE Ee en Re, prog 


ance of the one, as well! as 
oP cif OBI was to be removed 
y- "ryeens avall' diſcreet The- 
(Dn thought Rid tO 


tre r Wi Goes ww every 
expacity, thatnwo mans 
be removed by - 
g Hirangmes, Pompows Diſconr- 

D 4 ſes, 
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' $6 
| ro hes, Sc. But 
plain Leſſons : 
Eafie' and ahaicns rules: . And 
ſuch +476. c. Rudiments, as fall 
under:the comprehenſion 'of the 
rudeand unlearngd:; and: _ | 
are- proper to prepare them 
higher Leflons.- Inbrief, — 
the- things which. -are taught 
ves ſublime- and-; chfli- 
cult; yet ' the 'manner 'of \ Teach»; 
them maſt- be humble and. 
/., And this. way of inſtru- 
frown was (00 doubs.) purlued- 
bythe! Primitive DoQory , who 
> not only. prepare by Fear 


the! ruder; 1 | 
con Govrifa, buy did Ut by | 


the fame: courſe build. up and. e- 
_ ducate thoſe itito a mores perfect 
knowledge of Chriſtianity,whom 
they had already red. And 
therefore Keny 5 Olze air, tO 
Catechize and edifice, are. witl 


Cram- 
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Grammarians terms expreſive-of 
each other. 7 

And this makes Catechizin 
highly convenient in reſpect ol 
the true Method of learning : 
For therein is obſerved the natu- 
ral path of inſtruction, which e- 
ver. begins with ſhort and. obvi- 
aus notions, tothe end the learn- 
er may not be diſcouraged.with 
a difticult and perplexed en- 
trance. For if the minds of No- 
vices, or young Diſciples, ſhould 
be loaden and puzled: with. mul- 
titude and variety, or with: ob- 
ſcuyeneſs and prolixity of Rules, 
they would be in danger.to reject 
the whole Inſtitution ,. for, the 
irkſome_ painfulne(ſs of its firſt 
grounds. And albeit that all be- 

innings are attended with hard- 
ips : Yet they ought in-all rea- 
ſon to be reduced to ag great an 
ceafine(s as thetr Nature. will: af-- 
FE: D 5 ford. 


"v8 The Dzimitive 
frrdpotheend that they may not 
diſhearten the pr Thus 
we fee is the oorrſe. of all Arts 
both tiberal and me- 
cHanieh; which have their Intro» 
tUtrAive and Inidiecorie Hl 
farts 


veſemblance with that lefſer ſize 


| of Vertves, which ſothe Plato 


fn 


Purgitive; becauſe they arc 


of trees, het fbr the reception 
| #tey. And in Relipign it 
as itt hutnane Arts, 
= _ firſt Lef{vhs be framed 
| tothe weak and ikn- 


ncfexef youngelt mg 


"Ni hive ivfitall probabi 
Re OWL rt Md opts 
be le co-give ths tru2 proper - 
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thken mts the Soul to clen(e | 


Mlfitution. - ro 
tion of words, who! newer leatn- 
me 'of 'Letfere'd 

t 73s 10- Raga aſſurance, 

> Spams ho Mig 
mt 

ſteties of Chriſtranicy;: —— 

never acquainted with — 
ciples ' thereof of, Thi thai 


Kould be able to give are 
accomtr of 'the Hope” tha 
them, who. hover eee? the 
Articles of Pateb; rich thetr 
hope is founded. S300 T2001 
And this is a:Clue that leads us 
to the right way of grounding 
Religion: for by what'is ſaid, 1t 
is cate to percerve, that ſolid Ca- 
Cn * to the orderly ſtru- 
of Spiritual krewtege, 
EA ſure Foundation is to any 
material Fabrick. And there- 
fore he that would edifie himſelf, 
or others, in Chriſtianity, with- 
out this groundwork, builds but- 


Ai 
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a Viſionary, Church, or .a houſe 
upon the; ſand.. As; hath, been 
ſadly viſiblein thoſe perſons who 
have been quickly ſhaken 
and blown down with every 
Wind of Corrupt DoGrine, vent- 
RE es one thes 
* cit. It being 1 e 
thoſe ſhould be ttedfaſt in ſuch 
' Principles of Religion, _ 
they were never rightly and duly, 
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CH.AP..VI. | 
Catechiſm neceſſary in re- 
| ſpee of the imereaſe and 


| advancement of SPIritut 
1 81 knowledge : To hawe 
s diftin underſtanding 
of things neceſſary to 
Salwatian, &c. ” 


Nd not only the | ſure 
grounding, but alſo the re- 
ar and ſolid advance and in- 
/"creaſe in the knowledge of things 
/ Divine, makes Catechizing a ne- 
{ \ ceflary Introdudtive..  Forunleſs 
| by:this means we be firmly prin- 
cipled in- Chriſtianity, our know- 

; ledge therein will be both ſmall 
and unſtable; and as a ICcIOus 
conſequent thereof, we ſhall he- 


COne 
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_ ©  cometrifling and affected in that 
little we know.. * For it fares in 
Divinity as Philoſophy; wherein 
a- little Smattering kngdw 
makes men vain and ailuming , 
whom a deeper infight.therein 
would render compoled'arrd fſer- 
led; And this has beetytagd\is (till, 
miſerably apparent 'mith&Ancient 
ind Modera Sactaries, whom a 
meer conceit of knowledge hath 
tempted to afſume and uſurp the 
* place and function of Teachers, 
anderitanding neither whit they 
fay,+nor- whereof they - affirm, 
I Ti#. 1:7. | And indeed their 
ignorance is the Mother of 'fuch 
allurmmg — as isfeen'in 
-our/great preveniders to Spiritael 
ſcience, who bur roo © exadly 
e ithemichves! deſbended” 'of 
AB thoc' Did Grſticks, who were 
_-'pelttlemial co the Primitive 
—_ _-Church 5 being/aotorivully ad- 
4 dicted: 


- m_ wa =- - & as 4&4 £ _ a6 Kee am 


Jnfſtieution. 63 
dicted we ,rail-at; and 
fpeak evi the things t 
know toty arid in 4 routtts _ 
ner are gitted with Maliciouſaocls, 
Avarice, Schiftnaticatncts, Rebel- 
lioa,.and Coatumary : Accord 
mg ro their deſeription in St. Jude 
FO, 11,42; Kc. And the wart 
of having beter. duly acquainted 
with the true gtoutds of Religi- 
on, is One mais reaſon whyt 
are ity that Divine jerence tuch 
Smatteres and ' half-witted-; 
whereot there is ſinall hopes:e- 
ver tb have them cured, bur by 
a-fall. Inſttution in thoſe Ele- 
ments which are undenyably re- 
quiſteto ſound knowledge. 

' But Cutechrzame 15 "flor only 
tweeflary upon the account of a 
ar efatfrance and encreale of 
Kkyowledge mn Religion; but alſo 
t» give 05-2 [clear intuition” of 
t panticular truths whereof 


we 


\ 


64 The Paimiſtive 
we cannot be 1 , but with 
the. peril of our eternal Happi- 
nels. -For- notwithſtanding that 
| all-things necellary to Salvation 
are. clear and plain in Scri , 


yet the Scripture it (elf is fo ſpa- 


cious a field , that even a wary 
Travailer may therein looſe him- 
ſel6 And beſides this;the things 
neceſlary to be known by us in 
order to-our future welfare, are in 
Sacred Writ ſo often. mingled 
with- things that are otherwiſe, 


that it-exceeds:the generality af 


_———_— find them out, and 
ri to ſever. Thoſe that arc 
idle c the moſt are in this ſtyu- 
dy) will not. take pains; and 
thoſe that are ignoran 


beabiliry codiihoguiſh, coll, 
the ability, todiſtingui ect, 
aud reduce ſuch xeceſ/ary. points 
to.their reſpective Chapters. And 


yet tall ſuch _—_ be plainly di- 


gelted.1nto ſeveral: Heads, many, 
at. 


Juftitution- = 


at leaſt the illiterate multitude; 
will unavoidably want a- compe-' 
tent knowledge! of what is ne- 
celf{ary. both to their Temporal 
and Immortal happineſs. | Now 
j that the, gathering of ;theſe-ne+ 
ceſlary Truths into S+x:5 and 
Models, is the proper work of 
Catechiſm, 1s vilible in all thoſe 
Syſtemes which have ever born 
that Name. And of this truth, 
our own Church-Catechiſm yields 
a ſufficient Teſtimony : In which 
all things that concern Faith, 
PraFice, Prayer, and DoGrine ; 
are colleted into ſuch ſhort and 
plain; Swms, that the weakneſs of 
no mans Wit can either hinder 
altogether the knowledge, or 
| excuſe the utter ignorance of 
things neceflary to Salvation. 
For whoſoever with a mind free 
from prejudice, ſhall impartially 
peruſe the Church-Catechiſm, he 

there+ 


therein/'may- obſerve all 
Fruths re to fuch ding 
but! fall Heads, that the weak are 
not left ro the Herardous, nor the 
ſlothful ro-the laborious referch 


twreoP'in Holy Scriptures. 
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and diſorders of this Church 


CHAaPp. VIT... 
Catechinzing the mo wr 

means to bealt fn: 

* ers of this Church. Sts. 

"oy ayel Propoſetians t4 bt 

ſuppoſed. '' 4 ſhort” di. 


"ef conterning.  .0ur 


ſorders.. . 


uUpou 
ground, and examine the necefits 


of Catechi in ref} of 


| reſent temper and diſpoli- 
= or indeed rather diſterapers. 


and 


68 The Piiinitive 
andPeople; And in order unto 
this, 4t will not be altogether im- 
pertinent and uſeleſs, a little to 
conſider what our preſent difor- 
- And inthe Firſt place, we can- 
riot-but obſerye, that our declen- 
ſion both from the Deſigne and 
— rt ras is _- 
. in tho ermd. De- 
ne wie W. nb. of the 
Name of Chriſt, or profeſs it on] 
to diſgrace it : But alſo in thoſe 
who ſeem ſtrift and ſevere in per- 
forming'all the formal and exte- 
riour part of Diſcipleſhip. E- 
ven thoſe I mean,who are zealous 
hearers 'of Chriſts Word , and 
conſtant Communicants at his 
Fable, not profeſſing Devotion 
ro any other. For even theſc 
are content : (as occaſion ſerves) 
to-abandon that Purity , Conti- 
nence, Meekneſs, Humility, 
| Candor, 


4* ah w< tres wed A a ww © Z£A irs aw Ma 
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Candor, Mercifulneſs, and other 
inſtances of a_ ſweet nature, .o 
vehemently urged by our Divine 
Lawgiver', and which are. the 
genuine reſult of true Chriſtian 
Principles , for that one Law of 
SorddJarereſ , brutal Paſſion, 
and Churliſh. ſclf-preſervation. 
. Although they cannot but | ac- 
knowledge,.that all theſe are to- 
- rally oppoſite to the true Spirit of 
Chriſtianity. Andbelidesproteiled 
Polititians, there are others who 
ſeem to look: upon Religion. as a 
meer Engineof State,and a thing 
that is as Traftable for Battery 
6h age And who,notwith- 
anding their con - 
ces, live as if the mans 
what Chriſt chiefly aimed at by 
his Incarnation, Death and Re- 
ſurreFion. And how that he 
gave himſelf for us ( both 1a his 
Birth and Death) to — us 
om 
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Trom al! iniquity, and ro purthe 
ane)" Wimſar a pectiliar c 
zeMlons of good work: And 
*thathe roſe trom'the dead'to bleſs 
ts, m turning every one of us 
from our iniquities. And that | 
the main defigne of our infpired 
Chriſtianity, 15 the entire refor- 
mation of our hves, and to make 
us as as our profefiion. 
Bur betidesthis fort of Nominal 
Chriftians,there ts another,which | © 
-are fo*far tranfported with the 
opimrow -of that Union -which | © 
they fancy already to enjoy with 
'Chrift, that they dream to be in 
| poffeffton of that Viſion 
which 1s peculiar to the future 
State. And they are'fo dazel'd 
with the fuppoſititious glory of 
_thetr "Spiritual perfeftion, that 
"they contern themeans ordiai 
"Xo make them truely. perfe&, be- 
"canferticey fancy they have arriv- 
ed atit already. And 
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And with theſe may be joyn- 
edall-fneh who-are fo cloſely ad- 
dicted to: ther own opinions, 
that they. think it a matter 'of 
Conſcience, Piety and Religion 
to 'Oppoſe and condemn whoſo- 
ever arc not of their mind and 
perſwafion.. Sinee whoſe riſe 
wwe have been under a ſenſible 
decay of Charity, and (as aina- 
tural conſequent thereof ) an 10- 
creaſe of wiockednels, 

But if theſe ingroſs not all the 
occalions of our Diſorders, there 
is -another fort of -people who 
will-fll up their meature :i Thoſe 
I mean, who pervertthe;plaind(t 
Scriptures to fuch a meaning, as 
dath beft hclp to carry on their 


* | deligns:-Aud-what is yet, worle, 


-y/ho make it matter of canſcience 


40 aflert that fenle of the Text 
which chey..have perverſely ou- 


faken. And :this deitying' our 


Own 
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own laterpretations; and tyran- 
nically entorcing” them upon 0- 
thers': - This ining of the 


Word of God from that latitude | ' 


and generality;-and the under- 
ſtandings of men from that liber- 
ty wherein Chriſt and his Apo- 

left them, is, and hath been 


the only Fountain ' of all the | 7 


Schiſms of the Church, and that 
which makes them immortal: 
The common incendiaries of 


Chriſtendom , ' and that which 


tears into pjeces, not the Coat, | 


but the Bewels'and Members of 
Chriſt: Ridente Tarci, nec do- 
lente Judeo. Take away theſe 
walls'of ſeparation, and all will 


I3C7 


_ be. one. Take: away | | 
the damning-of men for not ſub- of 


ſcribing tothe words of men, as 
the Words of God ; require of 
-Chriſtians only to believe Chrilt, 
and to call no man Maſter but 


him 


con 
ma) 
ling 
fot 


| 


4 


 Jnſfitution. ” 78 


. | him only. | Letthoſe leave claim- 
. | ing 1nfallibility , who have no 
, | Title to it; and let them. that in 
. | their words diſclaim it, diſclaim 
. | t likewiſe in their 4Fions. In 
.  » word,'take away tyranny in 
| Opinions; , by which the Devil 


withſtands the poweg of '7rath, 
_ _—_ ranger to them 
juſt an iberty of - captiva- 
ting their underſtandings to Scri- 
pture only, and as Rivers, whoſe 
paſlage is not interrupted, run 
all to the Ocean ; ſo it may well. 
be hSped by Gods bleſſing, that 
Univerſal liberty thus modera- 
ted, may quickly reduce us to 
Truth and Unity. Theſe thoughts 
of peace may come trom the God 
of peace, to whoſe bleſſing I re- 
commend them. And that this' 
may not be looked upon for ſome 
lingularity in my own perſwa- 
fon, I have tranſcribed the wards 

E out 
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our of Mr. Chxtlingwbrth; and he 
out of another; and cacloſed theme 
waxParcachels.' 

Buvitaking 
vail further in ſearch of thoſc di 
'whieh, I am unable 1a | 
=-_ 3-/ The. a ; comfort 16, 
as the iflucsof ourReligion,nor a+ 
ny way be charg'd upon the Prin- 
we $. d therefore 
we'muſt — 1 lay the | 
imputation: and I tha oo 
further than to what [I a..cper 
ed. m. the Introduction, ven, 
the Omiſlion, or tuke-warm ule 
of- Catechizing, 

And herein the Fitſt place, it 
cannot /be'denyed, how that the 


ty of the people of this | 
» have for many years 
my & during \the lime-of one 


Iateſtrne Wars ) either been de 
ltirtute of -all —— 


=o 


NO delight to tra: | 
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have been” Catechized only in 
ſuch Principles, as were good 
for nothing bur to eſtabliſh the 


' Elder in a Curſed Schiſm and 


Rebellion, and to infett the 
Younger with the ſame Conta- 
gion.. The faid effects whereof 
are ſtill viſible in the unpeace- 
able Tenets of ſome, and m the 
want of a due underſtanding of 
Religion in moſt. In refpect of 
which, we have ' need 'to. be 
taught again, which'be the firſt 
Principles of the Oracles of God; 
being Fecom ſuch as haye need 
of Milk, and not of ſtrong Meat. 
The greateſt part of the ' com- 
mon people, being ſo far unable 
to reap any benefit from "the 
handling of abſtruſer Myſteries 
in cloquent and elaborate dif- 
courſes, (which is ſo ſtudioufly 
purſued by onr Junior and Florid 
Theologues) that they want In- 

E 2 {truction 
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ſtruction in the plaineſt parts of 
Catechiſtical Dodrines, | For not- 
withſtanding that we boaſt much 
of our knowledge of Chriſt, and 
that our Proficiency is ſo great 
11 Religion;that we conceive our 
{elves wiſer than ourTeachers;yet 
if the Tree may be judged by its 
fruits, we ſhall be found ſhameful- 
ly ignorant of what we allume to 
know,&to havelittle of that wiſ- 
dom which deſcends from above, 
w* Chriſt came toTeach &lInfule, 
& which is Pure, Peaceable, Gen- 
tle,calic to be entreated,merciful, 
without Hypocriſic & Wavering, 
' Tn the Second place, we can- 
not - but with deep reſentments 
obſerve, that ſince the time God 
turned again our Captivity, and 
reſtored this Church, to the free 
uſe of his Ordinances, Catechi- 
zing has met but with cold enter- 
taiament, even from thoſe by 


whom 
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whom it ought to have” been 
molt lovmgly careſſed. For in 


- moſt. places it has been looked 


upon rather as a Foreigner, than a 
Native of the Church; and as 
fruits of their mouth, never in 
ſeaſon but for a few days in Lert. 
Andeven then too,theChurch-Ca- 


techiſm is generally taught, with- 


out any ſuch explanation as is 
needful,in reſpe&t of thoſe flender 
Capacities to whoſe inſtruction 


It ts chiefly devoted. 


And if, in the Third place, we 


conſider who. thoſe ar®which on 


the one hand hinder the*progreſs 
and ſettlement of Unity, Peace, 
and concord .in this Church, by 
an undutiful | froward” reſiftin 

of her Laws : Or, who they are 
that on the other hand Apoſtatize 


and utterly forſake her Commu- 


nion 5 it will be found upon due 
examination, that” we have laid 
E 3 the 
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the ground of -the diſobedience 
of the one, and of the defetion 
of the- other, in a want of a 
rimely _ and diligent Catechi- 


Zl 


- And as for the Firſt ſort, name- | 


Iy,the diſobedient and refrattary 
(who aretiow known by the ve- 
candid name of Diſenters) 
(A cannot pretend to a more 
gow! ible A of their unduti- 
ulncſs, than that they were nev 
duly Catechized to. the on 
For granting them to be 
not totally forſaken of a be 
guity and right reaſon, we cannot 
imagine that they ſhould ſo foully 
violate .their "Sony Duties 
both to God and Max , had they 
ever been fully tau he, or did 
gearly retain any, thing but an 
Jha of and prejudicate know- 
of thoſe Duties, as they are 
vlatal 14-8 ſet down in the Church- 
Catec And 
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 . And\s fartheLaterfort;th wit, 
thoſe who have Apoſtatized and 
Aln from ours to the Roman pex- 


ſwaſton,they-have beenſo far from 


having -their firſt tinftures, and 


\ foundation +in Religion accord 


ing to Gur publick- Catechi/am, 
that they might ſay thereof, as 
thoſe in AFs 19. 2. did of the 
Holy Ghoſt. But we muſt. limic 
this obſervation chiefly to: thofe 
Who had 'the pt pr to-be 

when ſhe 
was under the 'Crofs, and-wore 
the marks of her great Mates. 
And. for thoſe who had been 
inſtrufted in - our Eft o/-Catt- 
chiſm , yet before they. left us, 
they hail far unkarat t; as 
thit they- tetain'd of 'that Syſtem 
bf:onr Religion, ſuch lools, yam 
bling /anditncoberent n9f10ns, -ag 
}:it were wholly enthaliaſtick,or 
ha$ beer xompted{( by perſoas 
1:07 E 4\ deeply 
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+ deeply  Hyp>ebondriacal. And 
fos cloſure of this Paragraph, [ 
ſhalt only adde, Fhat none could 
ever be met with, who for ends 


— 


truly Spiritual and Religious, 
*did ever abandon this for the 
Roman Church, who had been 
throughly grounded in. her Ce- 
terhiſm, | 

"And-there will want no rea- 
Gns ro-ſipport this Aſſertion,, if 
i be duly cenfidered,”-how the 
. very frame and- contexture of 
the Catechiſm doth obviate and 
oppoſe all the main errors of Po- 
pery, as they relate either'to 
Faith, or ce; to Prayer, ot 
Dodrine, Ve 
And Firſt, 
duly Catechized: in-'the Apoſtles 
Ereed, will not.only be atmed 
inſt a ſpurious explication: of 
Old Articles of our Faith; 
but alſo againſt a. needefs addis- 


tion 


---ho-thite has beds | 
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tion of New aties. For: he will 
find, that the firſt twelve contain 
ſuch 'a perfe& Summary of all 
ſaving Truths (imply neceſſary 
to” be believed, that thoſe Ar- 
ticles added thereunto 'by* the 


=> 'Trext , ought” to'be 
reje 


ed upon the account of be- 
ing Swperfluow. And at the 
ſame time he will find ground e- 
nough to explode "that Implicite 
Faith, ſo much relyed upon 1m 
the Romiſh Church, who conſiders 
the neceſſity of a perſonaF belief, 
as it' 1s clearly required in the 
firſt word of the Creed', which 
in Latine grves name to the 
whole. 

And in the next' place, as to 
thoſe errors of Popery that con- 
cern our 'Pradice, they will be 
certainly diſcovered and refuted 
by a right underſtanding of the 
Decalogue, which by. all is grant* 
| '", # | 
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ed-to be.a clear and perſpicuous 
rale of what we are to do both 
toward God and our- Neigh- 
bour. 

And amarfthat is well ground- 
ed. in the Dottrine of the firſt 
Comtnandment., knows, that he 
muſt reſerve all Divine Honour, 
truſt, devotion: to-God alone, 
and that he may beſtow-no part 
thereof 
therefore cannot but avoid and 
abhor thoſe Rowiſo DoGtors that 
would make- him a Client to the 


the'B. Virgin. and his Guardian. 
Spirit. He'that is well ground- 

inthe Doarine-of the ſecond 
Commandment, will never -be 
induced 'to- believe, that the I- 


mage 15 to adored wirh the fame 


worſhip that is due to what .is- 
worſhipped : He will be wary 
of admitting any bodily repre-- 

ntas» 


Creature. And 


Saints, and a conſtant Votary to- 


| 


[ 
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ſcntatians of :the- Holy. Trinity : 
Andlook' falauſly upon all the 
Dedrine of - - Image -woxlhip, I 
whichhe ſees; to:þe þe vindicated 
with a-few remotennd. CIQBs 
thers of. that Doftrine,. on: PUr- 
pole to maintain its Credit. He 
that. is chroughly ipſtrufted} un 
the Dodrme of. haahrd: Com- 
mandment, and hath theace been 
taught to- tremble at;}agd» reve» 
rence the Holy Name ot. the Al- 
rn x dikes gever be 4nduged 

eve, that frequent curling 
and fwearmg, it c {1S/F6- 
nial, or @ fin which ss : onable 
30 its own-vature, and. Jat/ which 
the favour of Gad. canuot be: 
forkited :- [That cquivocating 48 
Oaths is lawful : :Fhat our. moſt 
ery eg Oaths/may. be diſpenſed 

care the dreadful: Name: 
—_—_y be; uled 30:the une 
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warrantable 'exorcization of the 


Creatures : | That underſtanding. 


and devotion are not neceſſarily 
required 'to-our/ invocations up- 
-on'” God... Hei: that has. _ 
throughly informed of the minde 
of its eternal Authour - 11 the 
fourth Commandatent; will ne- 
ver give-\up himſelf'to a Reli- 

that-prefersa mans day be- 


bre the Lords: Which would 
alter the inſtitution of God hinr- 


ſelf; as-was deſigned by Pope &4/>- 


veſfer, who deereed that: Thur 
day ſhould be kept for the Lords 
| He that hath well learned 


| violence to. his underſtand» 
ag. before he -can: chuſe ito be 
<f, a Religion ' thars loves to 
drink . the | blood: of Princes : 
That abſolves SubjeRs from their 
Allegiance - to. their lawful So» 


veraigne X 


Cade. or a Saints. day be-- 
fore 


Commandment, muſt do. 


| 
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veraigne :, That grves power to 
a-Vicar todepole Princes at plea- 
fure :- That: arms Subjeats with 
power to murther. their King, 
The like may be faid of all the 
P of 'the Royal Law of 
God, which /is the moſt 
rule of our obedience, and which 
we are Taught: to violate,ſo ſoon 
as we have given -up'our ſelves 
to Popery, and tothe ſervice of 
the Rowan Moloch. And though 
theſe are Myſteries which the 
Romiſh Seducers- caretally con» 
ceal, and ſometime zealoutly in- 
veigh "againſt, while they - are 
compaſing eafte Profelytes, with 
whom they deal in the molt ſpe- 
cious- pretencess. yet! they have 
no ſooner deluded them to give 

their Names to Popery,” and 
Sean to ſhake hands. vith 
all liberty of judgiug- for them» 
ſelves, . than. by. degrees they: let 


them. 
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them know *whar 18 tq: be done. 
And if they ſtartle at doing what 
is commanded them, this 12 pre- 
ſently cenſured for a relique-of 
their Old Hereſee, and that thene 
was” ng waating. m the 
converfioa., which /'caamot . be 
ſupplyed,. but b 
ly all the moſt 
ons of (thew New Faith.;' - -: 

» And by.[ the! ſame means of 
being well Catechized 10 the 
Lards Prayer, a man will be able 
to:apprebend>and rezet the man- 
ay errors: Papery ;;rapolc 
upon bam 4h:\that :high. concera. 
For theneby he will clearly per- 
ceive- that Prayer ought to: be 
made toGod-only, and that none 
Can ſhave with -him in that. cor 

any other part of Divine and Rie- 
bHgious worſkip. And that: for 
this. neafam he:'ought not to tm» 


brace-a Religion-which enzoyos | 


him: * 
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him. to pray unto. Saiats and An- 
and: that too-not only to 
ave them jatercede, to God for 
him, but alſo to help bim in. his 
neceſſities, and to Srxaaks him 
both in Bodily andGholtly dan-+ 
. And that this may not be 
thought the fault of Roaries, 
Hours, and Books of private De- 
votions (tor which - Church 
of Rome is accountable, as-ba- 
ving conbrmed them by her Au- 
thority,) ..it 4s alfo the-Tenor 
of her pablick Service : a$ 18 
plainly to beicen in the Gollects, 
hy mns, and Litaates. of that Bre- 
viary whicly was reſtored by . the 
Council 'ovff Trent, and authort- 
zcd by ſeveral Popes, and which 
1s at this day 4a. aacontroulable 
uſe through all the Papal Lomi#» 
nions. | 
And we might alſo obſerve the 
like concerning the Doctrine of 
the 
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the Sacraments, m-which- who: 
ſovever is once fully mſtrufted 
according - to” the Catechiſne of 
this Church, will quickly diſcern 
the abuſes thereinto introduced 
by Popery 
eſt what belongs to the Author 
of a Sacrament”; which our Ca- 
techiſm aſſerts, and which is an 
undenyable Trath, to be onl 

Chriſt. And therefore all thoſe 
things are to be excluded the 
nu of Sacraments, that are 
not of his immediate and'clear 
appointment. And that Orders, 
Penance, Confirmation, Marriage, 
Extream UnGion(all Romiſh Sa- 
craments)+are nor of: Chriſts In- 
ſtiturion; is-eafily diſcernable to 
men but tlenderly verſed in the 
Holy Bible : And therefore not 
to be received for the Sacraments 
of: Chriſt, but inventions of 
thoſe.,, who Teach for Docrines 


the-. 


- Fomention no more |, 
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the commandments of men.Now 
by theſe imperfect intimations 
we:may ſafely infer, That thoſe 
who have had' their Foundation 
in Religion: ſurely laid according 
| to the publickly allowed Cate» 

chiſm oft this Church, muſt have 
other ends to ſerve than thoſe of 
Religion, and drive other pro- 
jeds then Gods honour , 'and 
their own Salvation, who forlake- 
her Communion. for ' 'that- of 
Rome: 

But toretarn : What ever hath 
unhappily contributed to our 
Revolting to the one hand or the 
other from the eſtabliſhed Reli- 

10n of this Church , there 1s 
| nonethat will deny but that the 
* lack of a plain and ſolid Cate- 
chizing has. had therein a very 
Targe ſhare. And'therefore we 
may conclude, That the careful 
practice of. that , will be a chiet 
means. 


*%_ 
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means to reſtore Union and 
Peace, the Omiflion-whereof hath 
-oecalioned the- contrary : And 
indced ,  Catechizing ſeems W 
the only proper = not on 

to {trengthen thoſe that do hand 
but! to, raiſe up thoſe that are 
fala 3,'if wg conſider: hiow inet 
fectual all, other ways have. pro- 
ved, which have beca managed 
29 hb end, nc now come 


, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The Metbod's. uſed for 'our 
reclaiming, ſurveyed; pros 
wing ineffetinal, &c. | 


"A Nd here we need. not be 
TY told, how Indulgence a 

Clemency, AQs bf Amneſty and 
Grace, have been'ſo far unable {0 
much as to work tt3 up to a good 
Bumonr, that. like freſh paſtures 
to unruly beafts, they have only 
ſerved to ſtrengthen us for a.ſtur- 
dier reſiſtance. Nor need we 
be told of making converts with 
the _ Chyrthes patrimony : for 


be rw, by this means ſome may 
invi 


ted to bear . the Ark of 
God, yet they do it but like the 
Philiftins kine, who were {yl 
lowing after the calves they ap 
eft 
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left behind them. Tt needs net 
be demonſtrated that ,our fro- 
wardneſs and opiniaſtre are not 
to: be cured by ſuch Methods : 
But that which I would chiefly 
take notice of, is, that Diſputa- 
tion and Preachin e $: which out 


of a7nger SATs that they are 
| ian Arps to bear,to-our 
the powertfulnels 


of het management, have obs 
rained* a Name to be the only 
proper remedies. . But the con- 
rinuance of the malady, is a con 
vincing argument that theſe are 
not {o proper for this purpoſe, as 
be ſo i Soepally fop ſuppoſed. ; And 

ave to ſpeak of theſe 
No freely ly; and firlt of 2towr 
tion, which is a meer uid es 
preſcription in oxder to heal our 
701K diſtempers. For ſny 

iſputation , as it is man 

the Pen', may have ey a ren 


Vogue 
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Voguein the World, yet we can 
never hope that our Di//enting 
Judgements ſhould hereby be 
reconciled, if with due ſeriou(ſ. 
neſs we conſider, Firſt, the man- 
ner of their condu& : Secondly, 
the matter to be diſputed: Third- 
ly , the perſons thereby to be 
wrought upon. 

And Firſt, if the condut of 
Diſputes fall under a calm, un- 
prejudiced and reflexive review, 
(as they appear in Print ) the 
Pen-men thercof ſeem to have 
intended rather the Defamation, 
than Conviction of each other ; 
and to have been of an opinion 
ha men were to be refuted, as 


ercury of old was worſhipt, 
by throwing Dirt and Stones in 

their Face. But we have been 

Taught by miſcrable experience 

that the laſhing of a Few, hath 

been ſublervient to no _—_ 
en 
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end than to exaſperate the whole 
party : And that our keeneft ar- 
guments, if we may judge by 
the Event, have only ſerved to 
alarm the adverfary into a better 
provilion for future reſiſtance, 
and to ſtrengthen their Opinion 
in that part wherein the Attaque 
had diſcovered it to be the weak: 
eſt.But grant (as indeed we muſt) 
that the Dillenters (to whom 
this Paragrap# chiefly relates) are 
not able to ſtand in Argument 
before their opponents ; yet we 
muſt alſo grant,, that there is a 
want of Decorum in the Victors 
carriage, while his Argument lo- 
ſeth its etficacie, through the loo 
- nels, luxury, or rigour of its e 


prefiion. For it is too apparent to | 


conceal,that there arc 10 maty un- 
manly reflexions in moſt of our 
late Controverſies,that diſcreet & 
lober perfons loath the reading 
| of 
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of thoſe Pages where they occur. 
Which gives occaſion for doubt- 
ing that ſuch-arguings ſo mana- 
ged, proceed not from that Spirit 
of meckneſs wherewith the over- 
\ taken Brother ſhould be reftored: 
nor- were deſigned to procure 
Unity and Concord among us, 
ſeeing that (o little of that Chari- 
ty can therein be difcerned , 
which is the Hond of Peace, and 
ſure groundwork of all true Re- 
contttement. Andif the conduct 
of our Debates were throughly 
conſidered , we might- find this 
Church complaining like the Ea- 
gle m the Greek Epyogune, which 
ceing her Breſt -wounded with a 
Feather'd Dart, cryed out with 
; Tears, Alas ! my own kinde hath 
deſtroyed me. But to proceed. 


1x | © It cannot be doubted, but that 
& | ſome opinions ſooner oye by be- 
g | ing contemn'd, than ta 


n notice 


of. 
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of. And T amper{waded, that 


this National Church is now | 


troubled with many Opinions 
which long ere this would have 
fouad their own Graves, ut they 
had not been kept alive with 
oppolition. In ſo much that it 
may be ſaid of this particulan 
Church , what was of the Ca- 
tholick, That if ſhe had ſtopt 
and damn'd up the Originals 
and Springs « ; Controverlies, 
rather than determining for one 


part, to give them as it were a | 


Pipe and Conduit to convey 
them to Poſterity, ſhe had not 
ſutfer'd that inundation of Opi- 
nions with which at this day 
15 over-run. A policy ſtill in 


practice in the Popiſh Countries, 


where thoſe Books of controver- 
lies are ſcarce to be met with, 
wherein their Religion . ts main- 
tained agaiaſt AT Chur- 

ches. 
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ches. By which means they live 
free from thoſe Diſlentions 
wherewith their Neighbours are 
aftlifted, to their ſcandal and 
ruine. And I hope. we may ſafely 


| imitate their wiſdom, whole er- 


2 


rors weabhor. 
But if Controverſies were as 
neceſlary, as by ſome they are 
tended to be, yet their con- 
du ought ſo far to be reformed, 
as that at leaſt there bea ceſfation 
from hoſtile expreſſions, which 


| have hitherto been of no better 


uſe than toexaſperate men into a 
petulant and peeviſh vindication 
of that »ame under which they 
conceived themſelves to be revi- 
I=kd. Next, that the Diſputers 
would not vent and foam out 
their perſonal piques and ani- 
moſities under the pretence and 
cloke of aſſerting Religion and 
the Chyrch. Laſtly, rhat they 

F would 
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would aim at peace atid not re- 
venge. For how ſcemly ſoevet 
the preſent carriage of Diſputes 
may be accounted in perſons of 
another Character, yet tt 1s very 
11l-becoming thoſe who are ſtiled 
Emvaſſadors of Reconciliation, 
and who. ought to exprects the 
Emphaſis of that Title, 1n recon- 
ciling mens Wills, with their Du- 


ties, and their Underftandings | 


with the Truth ; in bringing the 
wicked to repentance, and the 
malitious to Charity ; and to win 
all to a holy compliance with the 
Deſigne and Rule of the B. Au- 
thor of Chriltianity ; which was, 
to heighten our Converſation to 
the molt elevated pitch of rue 
Vertue, Peace and Holine(s ; And 
that our Rightcouſneſs ſhould ex- 
cced all theirs that ever went be- 
fore us. 


| 
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CHAP.I1L -* 
The juſt matter and ſubjef 


of Controwerſte in Religi: 
on examined How by Ca- 


techiſing, and not Diſpute, 


we are therein to be recon 


ciled. 


Nd "0 only the preſent 
conduct of Diſputes render 
them unſutable Medicines for 
our Diſeaſe ; but alſo. the things 
concerning Religion, which 
can} with any Realon be pre- 
tended to be the matter there- 
of. Now, whatever in Religion 
can be pretended to be diſputa- 
ble, mnlt either reſpect its dreſs 
and ornaments, or its body and 
eſlential parts ; the exteriour ap- 
pendages,or the Principles of Re- 
ligion. If the Scruple ,or the Di- 
P 2 ſpute 


2 


ſpute, be/ about the dreſs, out-. | 


ward rites, circumſtances and fa- 
ſhion of Religion:then no contri- 
 wanceſcems:more rational,or me- 

thod more probable to.afloil and 
remove it, than a due Catechi- 
zing and inſtruding the ſcrupu- 
lous in the-indiſj le duties of 
the Fifth Commandment, and to 
tender him' a plain Scheme of 
the obligation that lies upon his 
Conſcience; To hogour and obey 
the King, and all that are put in 


Anthority under him : to ſubmit 
himſelf tq all Eis Teachers, $piri- 


inal Paſtors and Maſters. 

How the Supreme Powers have 
Authority in the externals of 
Religion. 

How 1n ray things indif- 


. > ferent in themſelves may paſs in- 


to a Law, which ought to be 0- 
beyed,” as much as any Laws mn 
- -iadiffercat things which rclat 

£3 


A 
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to the good of the Civil State. 
How things of never ſo low a 
ſtature, or 1ndifferent concern» 
ment, having once received the 
image and fſuperſcription of a 
Law, ought to 'd,both for 
the ſake of God & Conſcience, 
How it can no way comply 
with the deſign of Goverameat, 
to make their Inſtitutions -- 
by dint of Argument : For if 
Authority were obli to (ati(- 
fie every medling an41 capricious 
Brain, they would have little or 


no time left, to be obeyed, &c. 


And when indiſcretion of zeal,oc 
pride of Wit, engage to vindi- 
cate every thing that is Iawſully 
commanded, it is to have a bet- 
ter opinion: of our own, than 
the Mazgiſtcates pruſ21c2 3 to 
think our Arguments will be 


more prevailing than theirCom- - 


mands -z or that the former 
E 3 were 
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were requiſite to ſupport the la- y 
ter, Oc. 

| That theſe and the like things 

are ,proper. for Catechiſm; and 
thereby the moſt genfly and in- 
diſternably to be mmfuſed, none I - 

| 


preſume will gainfays For they 
naturally fall in with thoſe truths 
which belong. to our Duty to- 
ward tan, of which we muſt be 
.duly informed, ere we can therein 

be exa@q, | 
If the Diſſenter yield an obe- | 
dient ear to this Inſtruction,there 
will be little fear of his continu- 
ing ſcrupulous to obey what his 
Superiours have a juſt power and 
right to enjoyn : If he do not 
hearken, then let him be devoted 
"to the Civil Power, and leave the 
” Magiltratesto vindicate their &wn 
Authority ; and to make that be 
done for wrath,which would not 
for Conſcience. And I am tempted 
ro 
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tothink, that if at the. Happy re- 
ftanration this way bad been pur- 
ſued, welong cre-this had been 
(cenſible.of us: good effefts. And 
I will add this moreover, That 
X the Orthodox Clergy, ever 
lince God wonderfully reſtored 
them, had devoted -the greateſt 
ſbare of. their pains to plain Ex- 
poſitions: and Paraphraſes of the 
Church-Catechiſm, they . might 


| lang before this have gently gai- 


ned both upon their Opinions 
and affe&tions, who (by the indi- | 
ſcretion of other Methods) ſeem 
to bz. now alienated beyond. re- 
trieve,, Conſcience of Obedience 
wall anſwer all the ſcruples of 
minds diſpoſed to peace ; ahd for 
the turbulent, let them be an- 

ſwer'd with Rods and Axes. , 
The next thing that can be 
diſputed in Religion, beſides its * 
dreſs and exteriour adherencies, 
F 4 are 


wt wy "4 ERS we. 
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are its Body or Principles, ſuchT 


 . .© "mean, asare abſolutely neceſſa 


to Salvation; for we need be fol- 
kcitous for no more than what 
will fave us. Now theſe are both 
few and plain; For as for thoſe 
numerous places of Scripture, or 
Notices of Oral Tradition,which 
are dark and difficult, they are 
nofurther neceſlary to be under- 
ſtood in their primitrve intention 
and. meaning, than that we fin- 
cerely believe, that whatſoever 
God thereby . meant and intend- 
ed, is infallibly true, 
And things thus truly neceC 
ſary,are as few as plain : St. Pax/ 
has reduced them to two Arti- 
cles: To believethat God is, and 
that he is a rewarder of all them 
that come unto him. And to 
whom only thus much is given, it 
ſhall not be. tamnable that they 
believe no more, And if this 


(as 
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| (as it ſeems to) be the loweſt de- 
gree of Faith, God will there- 
with be pleaſed, if the means be 
wanting of riſing higher. Corme- 
lizs in AGFs 10. who: becauſe of 
his Alms and Prayers was ac 
ted of God, had not been ſafe 1n 
that ſtate,had he gone no further, 
after God had ſent St. Peter to in- 
form him what he was to do more. 
The Charities & Devotions per- 
formed in the time of his Jewiſh 
Proſelytiſm, how far they might 
have'({tood him inſtead, had he 
been vouchſafed no farther 1/4 
mination, is not the Queſtion; 
yet if he had ſtaid there, when 
means of going farther was affor- 
ded him, or if he had refuſed to 
believe in Chriſt after aſufticient © 
Revelation, he had then juſtly m- ' 
curr'd the condemnation of lo- 
ving darkneſs more than light; 
when light was come unto him, 
E. 5 Thelg 


'Theſe-.inſtances are uſual in this 
matter 3 .and tell us plainly, That 
as few Articles are of abſolute 
neceſlity, yet that their number 
-15not the” fame unto all : Some 
more, ſome leſs, as God hath g1- 
yen-to every man. All that is ne- 
ceſſary for a_man, to believe, 
which for that purpoſe is ſuffici- 
ently. revealed unto him, and 
- Which God requires him to be- 
Jieve and practiſe. But there 1s 
none can ſet down how much e- 
,very man ſhould believe,no more | 
than- he can ſet down' how much | 
every man ſhould cat. 
But af otwithſtanding .. this 
-Poucity'g and plainncls of the Prin- 
of Rehgion, any ſhould | 
| 4herein be. ſill contentious, this P 
.evil is nqt to be removed by Dil- 
Paratiqn,but;plain Catechizing 3 
whereby the Myſteries of Eaith, 
A the Dutics of holy life are 


» ow : to 


, 
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to.be ——— For Catechiſm 
+ Tbrict and plain Inftitution 
appointed-for that end. And it 
takes care that the Principles of 
Religion, be mage {6 . caſie,: that 
. the meaneſt capacity may appre- 
hend them'; and yet in fo con- 
ciſe and ſhore a manner, that the 
weakeſtmemory, may not —_— 
by be ſarcharged. , 


—_—_—_—_ OE _ 


Outa'r, = 


Duſprrerton aſe for the cg. 


_ pacity of the generality of 
- Diſſemters : Catechining 
proper,” &c. Reaſons a> 


gainft Diſputes. 


N the laſt droge will not a lit- 
1 tle i impd hoe Rong of the 


| mr to enquire into 
Natyreof Diſ es,and their 
Rn who ſhonld- thereby 


——_ . Asto the for-. 
. mex;,itw1ill {i to obſerve, that 


Diſputation muſt be guided b 
Terms and Rules of Art, whic 
when mana 
prey whereof they are capa- 

e, falf ſhore of that obviouſneſs 
& familiarity which is natural to 


Ca-- 


with the greateſt 
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Catechizing. And as to the later, 
it is very remarkable , 1. Fhat 
| the Vulgar and commAn People . 
make incomparably the greater 
number of Di/enters. 2. That 
the Underſtandings of ſuch are 
uſually heavy, groſs and dull, as 
ſymbolizing with their Callin 
and conditions ; and by 59», 
. quent,are.unable to comprehend 
any profound and learned Con- 
clafions. And what is yet more 
conliderable, the greateſt part. of 
Diflenters have no cltarunder- 
ſtandig of the very errors which 
a Logical Diſputation would con- 
fate. The molt of them being 
ignorant of their own Qpinions, 
and of the things againft which 
they have imbib'd a ſecret and 
ſpitefil' prejudice. , Por. it was, 
and is ſtilt the _ of thoſe 
who ferluce the Vulmar into Fa» 
ion and Schiſm, uHt to acquaint 
thc m. 
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them further with. the Opinions 
they were to abet ;* thay to let 
them ſceghat'they were contrary 
to. what. they dilliked in the 
Church. I Goh that the poor 
Vulgar being deluded .iato Sepa- 
_ ration, retain but a very confuſed 
and , imperfe&t Notion. of what 
with great impetuouſheſs they 
ſtrive both for and againſt. , And 
therefore it muſt needs be a yery 
Melancholy enterpriſe, to go. to 
.coafute- their errors \ with depth 
of: Argument, who are 3p a great 
meaſure ignorant of th $7 <- 


ha Fee and whd do not 


Are in $ts 


'of Milk, and not of ſtrong Meat 3 
'of a Catechi &-.and not a_Con- | 
reverſes ezand, to be taught Chri- 

ſ[tanity 


- : 
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(tiani Som the very beginning 


And the fame Author being to 


confate thoſe milcreant os 
tiques, who ſaid the Reſurrection 
was alread paſt, and thereu 
vethem Uves to lewd hving; 
-he did” it not with the heat and 
briſkneſs of a Difputant, but with 
the gravitygnd moderation of an 
Apoſtle': And having barely and 
calmly named] the wild Opini- 
Ons, he politively and plainly 
4aid down thoſe Truths that cons 
fronted them, 2 Timi118, 19. 
And he would have the Gno- 
{tique Heretiques to beencoun- 
red with eq -< Cenſures 
-or Diſcipline , and” not Diſpu- 


ities,” whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, 


railings, evil ſurmiſes, I Time. 6. 

4, Ti. Qi IO; + T7 
ir we were to'ſet dowr» the ſ6- 
-veral rr tw of 'the Perſi waſj- 
ons of all the Chriſtians -in'rhe 
. worl*, 


—_ 


\ 
bt . 


aff 1 Che Phiiſer imſttve 
> ' world, they wi found to- a+ 


| in more than is purely and 

Cmply nece{lary to ſalvation. And 
it may ſcem very yain to diſpute 
and quarrel about the reſt. And 
theretore the whole buſineſs-may 
be reſolved -iato a diligent, ſin- 
.cere & plain InſfruFion, how we 
ought to practiſe what we all ac- 
knowledge to be true; and to 
fall cloſe to doing thoſe duties 
-which are unqueſtionable , and 
of - univerſal azceptance. To 
perform what in Baytiſm we 
vowed, and hive what we profeſs 
ro believe. To make our ſelves 


-fit tobe juſtified, and not waſte 


-time in controvertiag all the par- 


| - ticularsthat.are madeto relate to 


? II Fhere is a-know- 
edge in.,Religioa which man 

carne(tly purſue, without which 
.thaaſands have cater'd iato hap- 


-pineſs.We need feek for. no more. 


 aherig,than will perform the great 


work. 


”_” wo w—_—_ ERC 
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_ ' work of ſalvation, and = us 
d tothe end of our hope. And all 
d | this iseither moſt afſuredly tobe 
te had in our own Catechiſm, or we 
d | have been moſt dangerouſly im- 


upon. 
- But belbre we diſmiſs this To- 
pick, there are a few things more, 
Chicfly relating to the perſons to 
be. converted 3 which methinks 


ous ght to give Catechiſing pre- 
ie of Controverſie m that 
affair. Andthe firſt is the long 
| ſtanding of the errors : For it 
the nerfodt lids fuckt them in with 
his milk , and been therewith 
| at the firſt ſeaſon'd, then there is 
| education inthe caſe, upon whoſe 
| . account alone not a few ſtick. 
/ Cloſe both-to truth and falſhood : 
| ws. their Anceſtors have lived 
and' died , and they have been 
brought up in ſuch a perſwaſion, 
di it is, and indeed ought-to' be, 
8 - hard 


— — —— — 


Wh 
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| hatd_ to: remove it. One main 
reaſon why the Pagans were ſo 
backward to entertain Ghriſtiani- 
ty, was its cnjoyning them tore» 
nounce thoſe Inſtitutioas hore: | 
in ay had been educated, 


F eag eB EY ay 
Perſnalion, and 10 CE 


N . would have his Anti es Verit atis, 
A firm-adhereat 


| — chat 
Pn d 

wk Lncations 
bel pa laſt feruge 


| Cectline | ig, \ Minutias. Felix, | 


as 


4 


x 
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of Gentiliſm, out of which they 
wauld not be driven : For they 
refolutely retained what they 
had: received from their» Ance- 
ſtors. | For both Jewand Mahu- 
metan are at this day of the ſame 
Opinion : For the former makes 
preſcription his Religion 3- and 
thinks it enough to outface- all 
Arguments brought againſt it,be- 
cauſe fo-many Rabbieslive aad 
die therein. And the later has 
recourſe to. his Edacation, and 
thinks himſelf Seure in what he 
doth, becauſe he follows the fopt:- 
ſteps of thoſe many Generatiotis 
__ that went before him. Indeed, 
' all men are willing -to die in the 
Religion wherein they were borr. 
And Cecilior's Prioribuy credere 
goes far with Chriſtians, as well 
as others; the firſt ſeaſoning being 
| Incomparably more' prevailing 
thatrany ſecomhd,” «© PO 
—_ LIN, 11920405 SON 


*0 


116 The Pzimnitive 

Now, if thoſe evil Opinions 
are to be removed, in which we 
| have been educated ; it can ne- 
ver be ſo well accompliſhed by 
tearing 
ſtrength of Logick, as by inſtil- 
ling ſuch eaſte Principles, neceſ- 
ſary and uncontroverted points, 
with ſimplicity and plainneſs, as 
of . themſelves will fubvert the 


errors of the firſt Inſtrudtion, and | * 


become the foundation of future 


Peace and Truth. And noway 


of teaching can fo naturally be 
hereunto catituled as Catechi- 
zing. For as to Diſputation, -it ts 
ary lly __ under a pions: 

as. being thought ſubtle 

and ing and incendel ra- 
ther to celebrate a Triumph, than 
than toeffet a Converſion ; and 
toadvance the Diſputer, not the 
- . Truth. Beſides, it being fo apt to 
mingle and blead with captious 


vo- þ 


them down with the+-}- 
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Sophiſms, and falſe but ſpecious 
ways of proving, that men; are 
ready to account it Impoſture, 
not Conviction , that by ſuch. 
means 1s effefted, And as for 
Preaching, a new Chapter will 
manifeſtly make'it appear not to. 
be ſo proper for this purpoſe as 
moſt imagine. But in-'Catechi- 


 -zing there is ſuch an honeſt ſim- 


plicity, clear and plain way of 


I n_ that none can therein 


uſpeCt any Sophiſm or artificial 
dealing diſguiſes or ſhadowings. 
In the next place, moſt men 
are either ſo modeſt in the ap- 
prehen(ion of their own abilities, 
or ſo fearful to be enſnared in the 
great concerns of Religion , 
that they are unwilling to de- 
nd upon their own judgmeats 


'1n thoſe inſtances eſpecially 


which they ſee are moſt diſputed 
and queſtioned. And therefore 
they 
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they think it no ſufficient Rea- | 


fa to forſake an Opinion, - be- 
- cauſe they cannot anſwer all the 
Objeftions which by the ſubtle 
Advocate of a different Perſwa- 
ſion are brought againſt it. And fo 
Jongas a- man can really believe 
that there are -others who can 
anſwer what is objected againſt 
his Opinion, he will never quit 
it, becauſe he cannot anſwer it 
bimſelE For to think an Ar 
_- ment cannot be anſwered , pw 
cauſe not by me, were to think 
the Lady muſt be carried by 
none, becauſe neither A. nor B. 
can win her as if there were no 
more men in the world ſufficient 
for that purpoſe, but they two. 
But if Diſputation ſhould be 
able to force men from theſe re- 
fuges, and to caſt away the 
oundleſs Opinions they em- 
ce; yet if 
twiſt 


their Opinions] 


119 
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 ewiſt'with ſome worldly inter- 


eſt, and yield any ſeculdr adyan- 
tage; if the Opimatres cart ſay;By 
this craft we get our wealth; then 
great is Diana, and ' your Argus» 
mentis anfwered: | 

And he who conſiders how 
many temporal ends men ſerye 
with their Opinions, will have 
little hope to contute them, at 
leaſt by a way which 1s ſo gene- 
rally ſuſpe&ed. 8 

If the Opinion pleaſe the hu- 
motir of an eating avarice, or a 
ſwelling ambition ; and bringet- 
ther wealth or honour. 

If it make its Abettors noto- 
rious for (ingularity, or get them 
a Vogue of being dans 1 and 


Religious than their Neigh- 
bours. 

If it place them in the preten- 
ded number of Sufferers and Per- 
ſecuted. ; 


It 
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_" Afit gratifie their ſpleen, and 
give them but a mote playſeble 
pretence to be ſiubborn, refrato- 
ry, contradiding of Authori 


gion, &-c. then....the cure muſt 
begin with the affeQtions and not 
the judgment;and therefore a Di- 


ſpute 1sno fit preſcription. All that 


by Argument! can be effetted, be- 
fore the paſſion be duly chaſti- 


ſed, will byg bring the Opinio- | 


ainſayers of the eſtabliſhed Re- | 


niſt to this : I ſee andapprove the | 


better, but follow the worſe ; my | 


' Paſſrops are too powerful for 


my Reaſon. 


We might here alſo add, how | 


Quarrels 1n Chriſtian Religion 
contradict the errand whereon it 
was ſent into the world, -which 


was for love and peace; to re- 


concile men to God, and among 
themſelves. And ifit yield con- 
trary fruits, t”+- -ome as the 

tares 
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| 
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tares among the wheat, by the 
craft and malice of the wicked 
One. For ſtrifes and Controver-- 
fies are no morethe effeCts of Re- 
ligion, than of the Law : wereall 
men juſt and honeſt, we needed 
not diſturb the aſhes of a moth- 
eaten Statute 3 and had we'no 
ſcl-ends and intereſts, no- baſe 
— and deſigns, the itch of _} 
iſputation would not diſquiet 

and make us ſo reſtleſs. 

Before we cloſe up this Chapter, ' 
it will not be much impertinent to 
obſerve how Diſputation was at 
firſt opening of the Reformation 
an excellent engine to advancents 
And we find that the Reformers 
made importunate ſuits for pub- 
lIique Audience & Judgmentzand - 
the offer of open Diſputation 

eatly affured the people of the 
qundnefs of their cauſe, when 
they ſaw they were ready to putt 


may 
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way be ſuppoſed to have follow- 
ed the firlt Eflays of the Refor- 
mationourof an Opinion that it 
was good and truc, being defen- 
ded with ſuchfreedom, timplict- 
ty and aſlurance, than by the 
rengt of *thole Arguments 
which. were at firſt brought to 
aſſert it. But then it is to be con- 
lidered that the Reformers offer'd 
this kind of tryal to thoſe with 
whom they began to be at no 


leG6 diſtance, than with members 
of 2 diſtin&t and diflerent Com- 


- munion 5 and in places where. 


they were in-hope togain, but in 
no danger tolooſe Prolelytes.For 
they wiſely invaded the Adver- 
verfary in his own Country, aud 
challenged him to a Diſpute in 
his own C7tjes, and in thethrong 
of his Adhercnts. But upon how 


different terms Diſputes can now- 


be managed, either with Dilſen» 


ters, | 
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ters, or the common Enemy, 1 
leave the truly conſiderate to de- 
termine. Burt ſince we are re- 
ſolved to fight, I could wiſh our 
valour were more diſcreet, than 
to encounter the Enemy within 
our own bowels ; to controvert 
our Religion in the place where 
it is legally eſtabliſhed. A thing 
not heard.of in other Conntries, 
where "there is a greater peace 
and more outward Religion, 
But I ſhall cloſe-up this Topick 
with ſetting down what is af ly 
oblerved upon this ſubje&;, 
VIZ. 

' 1; That Religion is like net- 
ther to.get nor five by Diſputes. 
2. That Diſputes on this ſubje& 
may have the ill-lack to make 
ſome ſaſpe& the truth of all Reli- 


gion, becauſe it is ſo much con- 


troverted. For weaker heads 


ſingthe roof totter, are apt to 


G 2 ſuſpect 
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ſuſpe& there isno firmneſs in the 
foundation ; and to conclude no- 


iscertain, if auy.thing be 
a Fore 3. That inf great a 
miſt of Diſputes, many may grow 
halting & luke-warm,and think it 
theironly ſafety toſtand ſtill,or ſit 
downin neutrality.q.That-for one 
fin Diſputes have cured, they bave 
begot innumerable. 5. That the 


and practice of Religion 

ian wears impaired,(ince 
by the diſtemper'd heats of mens 
FTpirits it hath been rarified into 
_ Um 7a er HD, That 
ce of judgment, and exer- 

aſt of Charir Rn later and 
ſeemlier for Chriſtian men, than 
the hot purſuit of thoſe' Contra- 


verſies, wherein they thatare moſt | 


fervent to- Diſpute, are not al- 
ways the moſt able to determine, 
But what is more natural to the 
preſcat purpoſe, it ſhould ſeri- 
oully 
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ouſly be conſidered, That the 
people are neither tobe confuted 
of their falſe, nor eſtabliſhed in 
the true Notices of Religion, by 
| Doubtful Diſputes, but plain Ca- 
PF techiſtical Do@rines. And as to 
our ſelves of this Church, ſeeing 
there” can come nothing of our 
Contentions, -but the mutual 
walte of the parties contending, 
till a common enemy dance in—" 
the aſhes of us both ; I ſhall ever 
| wiſh, and moſt heartily pray,that 
the (tri& commands of Peace and 
Unity, ſo frequent in the Goſpel, 
may at the laſt ſo prevail in this 
Nation; to the burying and' utter 
oblivion of ſtrife, together with 
| the cauſes that have either bred 
{ or brought itup : That things of 

ſmallmoment never disjoynthem, 
whom one God, one one 
Faith, one Spirit, one Baptiſm, 
bands of fo: great force, have: 
G 3 linked 
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linked together. That a reſpe- 
ſpechve eye towards thi 
herewith we ſhould not be dit- 
meted, make us not unable to 
fea peaceably one" to atiother. 
inally, that no ſtrife may ever 
be heard of again, but who ſhall 
hate ſtrife moſt, and purſue peace 


With the fyifteſt paces. 
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— 


*%*.& Þ Aw 


Preaching, what it is : ths 
ſeveral ways thereof uſet 
by the Church. What 
kind of Preaching among 
the Old Fews,and Primi- 
tive Chriſtians. The Ho- 
milies confdered. 


Aving .in the antecedent 

' | Chaprer Giſcharged Dif- 
putes and Controverlies from be- 
ing any ſutable and proper nuns 
of reducing the Difſenters of our 
own Church, or winning the 
members of the Roman : The 
next thing pretending to our 
healing, is Preaching, which I 
here * to be, An open, ſolemn 
and Authoritative puvlication of 
CG 4 Divine 
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Divine Myſteries. . And this the 
Church doth two ſeyeral ways : 
1. As a Witneſs, 2. As an Ex- 
poſitor. 

And firſt, The Church Preach- 
eth as a Withneſs, by publike rea- 
ding the ſacred Scriptures,and by 
relating and teſtifying the Di- 
vine Truths which God in the in- 
ſpired Volumes hath configned 
her. And that thisis no- ſpuri- 
ous ſenſe of Preaching, we have 
him to aſſure us,who well under- 
ſtood the ſenſe and importance 
both of the word and thing. For 
in > T5. 21. the reading of | 
Moſes 1n the es every 
Sabbath-day, Doe, in the 

uine -and native (ignification 
of the word, ſtyled Preaching, 
That this Preaching of Moſes, 
was a naked reading of his Law, 
ve have a whole cloud of@po- 


ſitors to. atteſt it, beſides the 
| Clear- 
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ctearneſs of the thing it (elfBut I 

cannot beoftheir. judgment who 

aſſert, that neither' the Ancient 

nor Modern. Jews ha any ſuch 

thing as weekly Preaching upon. 
s ofa 


n 
any part of.the Law es, 
and that upon this ground ſolely 
conclude the preaching,of Afo-- 

es to be meer reading. For we 
find that the Old Jews had divers 
men among them, who uſed to 
contribute their Talents to the 
Expoſition of the Leſſon. that 

was read : and theſe in ordi 
courle were the Sons or. Scholars 
of the Prophets, who were train- 
ed up in learning. of. the Law, 
and at the age of thirty received 
the title of Doctors ; and till they 
obtained the Grace of immediate 
Inſpiration, or the Spirit of Pro- 
pheſie , they. continued to ex- 
pound the Scriptures ( not- by 
Revelation, but) according to 
G 5: thas. 
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that knowledge which: the ordi- 
hary bleſlitig of God pon their 
Studies was able 8. An- 
ferable whereittits ( as ſore 
_ was that cuſtom among 
tans, mentioned, ' 1 Core 
” . 9. And alſo thoſe Diſcip les 
the Prophets of the N: T. Ln 
ted Date, b becauſe they were 
admitted to t h1 in the Charch. 
Bae for mine part, I rather 
underftand the word Doftor mm 
$: ae! of all fach Presbyrers as 
had abilities 'of Preaching and 
Teaching the people intheir Aſ- 
femblies. And that Preſbyters & 
Doors were all one, we may 
conclude from reyes de 67 
CrIPE C2. a er "of 
pnty vs wine then Rs 
it a Deacon, if a Widow, a Ve. 
in, ifa Dottor, if even/a Marty 
11 fall from che Rite? BDythis 
Earalozne of principat Feetelra- 
[tique 
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ffique Orders, Preſbyters maſtbe 
underſtood by Doctors, unleſs 
we will deny them to have any 
room among the chief ranks of 
the Church ; which were both 
falſe and abſurd. And that in- 
ceſtuous perſon with an-Opini- 


- onof whom the pong + were 


puft up, was (as 1s obſerved 
out of Chry 29/7 no and Theodo- 
ret ) one of their Doctors, that 
1s FA of the Frefbyters of that 
Church, that cxcrcbeg the Of 
fice of Preaching, and by that 
means bore a great ſway among; 
the people. 

But tp-return to thereading of 
Moſes, which began with the 
Moral Service of -the Syna- 
gogue 3 when we finde that the 
Mofaical Law was <hſ{tinguiſhed 
into Diviſions an{werable to the 


Number of Weeks in the year, 


that the whole Lry irthat 114ce 


IN 4 - 


> 
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-might be read over : correſpon- 
dent to which Leſlons out of the 
Law.,there were others out of the 
Pro : one of which the Ho- 
ly "Jeſus. took for his ſubje&t at 
Nazareth, when after the manner 
of the Jewiſh Do@ors he made 
his Expoſition, St. Lake 4.16.And 
he did the like, St. Mat. 9. 35, 
where he is ſaid to teach [ a:dv'r- 
awe] In. the Synagogue ; which 
might.be done without any pre- 
tenlion to fuch Authority as was 
ſuppoſed in Kipvowy , in Preach- 
ibgz which in the Chriſtian uſe 
of the word in the N.T. differs 
From Teaching. Chriſt did both, 
St. Mat. 9.35. He taught the 
Law, and preacht the Goſpel: At 
thirty years old he expounded 
Moſes,as a Doftor (before which 
_ time the ancient Church made 
none Presbyters ) anJ at the ſame 
rime h; preacht the Goſpel ofthe 
Ring: 


= 
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Kingdom. But ſtill the matter is 
lain enough,that the bare read- 
ing of Moſes in the Synagogues,1s 
Preaching 1n the proper mean- 

ing 3 which ſort of Preachin 

is (till p prgt Giſed in the appointe 
Leſſons OF. the Church: The for- 
mer out. ofthe Old Teſtament be- 
ing derived like many wholelom 
ching from the Synagogue ; and 
cond Leflon out of the N- 
Teſtament,which was appointed, 
as moſt ſuppoſe, by :the 16th Ca--. 
nou of the Council \of Laodicea; 
celebrated in wy year of Grace 
364: Albeit Juſtin Mertyr (who 
wed in the ſecond Age _) ſeems. 
to give the Leſſons an elder date. 


. For 1n; his ſecond Apology, he 


tells us, how all thoſe who abide 
in Cities and the adjacent Coun« 
tries, meet in one place, onthe 
day called Sunday; and the 'Amp- 
1corVueſe, the Memoires and Re- 
cords 
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cords of the Apoſtles, together 
with'the mw evyſeduuem, the Wri- 
tings of the Prophets are read un- 
to them, as far as the time and 
occaſion ſerves : And that the 
Reader cealing, the Prgſtdent in 
a Speech makes an Exhortation 
_ that they would imitate. thoſe 
good things which had been 


- read. From which it is evideat- 


ly to be concluded, that the 
Church ia the firſt and beſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity preacht as a wit- 


. - neſs, when ſhe read,and thereby 
atteſted the truth of the Holy 


Scriptures, And all men are in 
ſome degree capable thereby to 
be edified. For there 1s none un- 
derſtands the Scriptures fo well, 
but he may improve by hearim 
them read in the Church. And 
if we look into .the efficacie of 
the ord, it is wonderful that it 
ſhould be leſs as it is rea, than as 
it 


| 


| 


— 
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it is expounded ; ſeeing that the- 
one is the Word of God as it was. 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
the other can no farther be {> ac- 
counted,than as it keeps cloſe to 
the ſenſe and meaning thereof 5 
which is not fo ecaſie, fo long as 
men are ſubje& to errors. and mi- 
takes, and have baſe ends to 
ferve, and carnal circumſtances 
tobe accompliſhed. 

2, But becauile all men ought 
to have ſuch a knowledge in 
Gad's Word as may be ſufficient 
to Salvation ; and becauſe all will 
hot attain to ſo much by bare. 
readitig thereof , therefore the 
Chutch Preacheth as an Expoſi- 
tor, by diſcoveting and explain- 
mg what ifx Sacred. Scripture is 
myſterious and obſcure 3 and b 
a ſeaſonabte application of, thoſe 
ehings Which are more obyious 
4d, evident. © And in this ſenſe 
| Ircaching 


; x35 . The Paimitive 


Preaching is an Office in our own: 
Church , _ cannot be; Bo 
hi nified , nor. too fre- 
Sy celebrated if it be agree- 
ble fo thoſe Homilies which 
were intended, not only to ſup- 
ply thoſe who have not the Gift 
Preaching, ſufficiently to in- 
ſtrat the people committed to 
their Cure 3 but alſo to be a 
wholeſom Rule by which even 
thoſe who are able to preach 
ſ{hould- guide themſelves um that 
publike Miniſtery. 

But if Diſcourſes at this da 
made in Pulpits ought only fo 
far forth to be accounted Preach- 
ng, as they are agreeable to the 
Churches Sermoas ; then all 'is 
not” Preaching- which bears that 
Name, and'takes up the circum- 
ſtances thereunto allowed. 

In the pious Sermons of the 
Church, we finde Principles of 


— 


Chri-- 
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Chriſtianity folidly explained , 
Rules and Motives of honeſt and 
holy life clearly laid dowa,& Per- 
| orations and Perſwalions to con- 
tinue therein,devoutly and chari- 

,  tably directed and applied.I ſhall 
notdraw this into compariſonzbut 
only ſay, That I hope there 1s 
none need think it any diminu- 
tion or diſparagement to. his 
$ and PR, to write after. 
uch a Copy. And howeverthe 
Homilies may be decried through 
popular oc prac rej —- 
and paſhion, yet no 
they are ſtill neceſſary upon Gol 
firſt deſigne, which was to- help 
the inabilities of ſome, to re- 
ſtrain the indiſcretions of others, 
zad to-take away tho t1trifes a+ 
about what is fitting to be 
Preacht, cauſed by the variety of 
mens judgments, the extrava- 
gance of their Fancics, __ 
tac 
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the Byaſſes of | ſeveral Inter- 
elts. | 


And as for the Homilies of this 


Church , they deſerve a much | 


berrer eſteem than generally they 
recerve ; and would need noela- 
borate Vindication, if duly con- 


fidered in their circumſtances. 


For in the firſt place, they are to 
be looked npor as popular Ser- 
Mons, fieted unto the Capacities 
and Conditions of the Vulgar; 
Who being more led by Patfion 
than Ret | 
Diſcourſes, as wilt rather regu- 
late their will, than inform their 
jJudgrhent. They ftanding in 
more- need tb have their” hearts 
and Conſciences wrought upon 
for good life and Converſation, 
than their underſtanding and ap- 
prehenfion "with any curious 
piece of Learning or Science. 
And that the greateſt ſhare of the 

Church 


have of ſich 


au 
a ad 


nm, © , 
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Church-Homihies deals herein, 
there will need no other proof 
» thim their diligent peruſal. 

In the ſecond place, The 
Church-Homilies are not to be 
looked upon as her Dogmatical 
Reſolutions and Poſitions, but as 
' they contain Godly and whole- 
ſome Dodrine[ Teaching] and 
neceſſary for the times when the 
were compoſed. For ſo m 


we ate taught in the ,35 Article, 
And thereboro Ihum j ſuppols, 
that every paſlage in the Homi 
lies 15 not to be prefled for the 
Faith _ and | Doctrine of the 
Church , but that the whole 
ught to be . conſidered as. conn 
ronting the evil Opinions and, 
nners that at their compating 
a 


wen ped, 9d 1 rates 
if ought of et FARO 


the-Homilies may ſtill be 
upon their Primitive account. , 
n 
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In the laſt place,the very time in 
 wi'the Homilies were com 


m7 3 nviony many a period t ETE- | 


or our Anceſtors were lately 
come out of Popery, & converſed 
oo with Perſons of that Per- 


alion; and therefore ſevere de- 


wma were requiſite to pre- 
ferve them from Apoſtacie into 
thoſe Praftiles out of which they 
had fo lately been recovered : 


which makes it no. wonder if 


enforcements and Exhotations to 
that. ſe, Fe. are (onetime 
too y ſtretched. .And as for 


_ Bate) wah. Iam Br from 


the pious Sermons: 


bee goo de cohfi dering 
circumſtances, 1 greatly e- 
ſteem them fortheir own worth, 
andrelpet them above any other 
for there Anthority. 

Ahd' as to who, rejett 


Homilies npor the account that 


Apo- 
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| Apocryphal Writings are not to 
be uſed in the Church, it may 
ſuffice briefly to reply, 

1. That Apocryphal Writin 
were publikely read - in the 
Church in Primitive times : as 
' the Epiſtle of Clemens in that af 
'| Corinth. | 

2. That Hermes ( the ſame 
whom S. Pax! ſaluted, Rowe. 16. 
14.) his Paſtor was publikely 
read in the Churches, and uſed 
by ſome of the moſt ancient Wri- 
ters, and thought highly neceſ- 
ary. Vide Eſeb. 1.3. c. 3. What 
tay be ſaid to this purpoſe of 
the roy nufy coy ſrapuwar ct Theo- 
philas B. of Antioch, 1 leaye to 
the judgment of others. Vid. Ex- 
\ .ſeb. 4. c.23. 

[ * 3. That in the' Reformed 
Churches ( not Jong ſince ) Cal- 
vins Sermons upon Job were 
publikely read, þy which means 
: | (Maith 
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(ark Beze in his Preface -to | 
hoſe Sermons ) the want of 


Preachers was ſupplied. 
That it 1s all one to the 
people, whether the Sermon was 
made and Printed in 1587, or on 
the laſt Sunday-Eve ; whether it 
be out of a Book, or ex tempore 
of the Brain, if thereby they be 
truly edifed. The Council of 
Vaxs appointed the Homilies of 
the Fathers to be read by the 
Deacons in thofe Churches, 
where the Preſbyters through in- 
firmity were ablent. Coxcil. Yaſſy. 
c. 4+ Vid. Mr. Hooker Ecclel. Pol. 
lib. 5. 
\ 5. That there is more ſecurity 
itt a Homily than a Le&ure; as 
there is in the learning, piety and 
diſcretion of many, than a ingle 
perſon. In ſhort : there can 
no miſchief in the word [ Homi- 
lies ] ſeeing the beſt Sermons ('S. 
Chry- 
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Chryſoſtows ) that ever were writ 
by any but an enſpired Pen, bear 
that Title. Homileticws and Tra- 
#ator are often uſed indifferent- 
« ly : and the later: is ſufficiently 
known to (ignifie a Preacher, as 
Tratare to Preach, .among- the 
Writers of the Latin Church. 
And the Expoſition Angnſtine 
made upon St. Joh is called Tra- 
" Bats, vc. And the Reaſon of 
the name, was the handling of the 
Scriptures that had been readzthe 
cuſtom being to Expound or 
Preach upon ſuch Portions of 
Scripture as were appointed for 
| the Leſſons of the day; as hath 
| been obſerved out of Juſtin Mar- 
tyrs ſecond Apology. Something 


\ of this has -been ia uſe with our 


| own Church, when the Sermon 
; was ſpent 38 preſſing the inten- 
tion of the Goſpel tor ſuch a day 
unto the people 5 which 1s (till 


the 


uh 


the cuftom of the Romaniſts. 
But leavingevery one to his own 

ſentiment herein, T cannot per- 

ceive why in ſtead of vilifying the 


old Homilies, we ſhould not rather + 


deſire a ſupply of ew vnes : ſuch 
as may contain a familiar Ortho- 
dox inſtruftion in.the whole Bo- 


x 


dy of Chriſtian Dodrine, and of | 


all the capital Duties therein 
required ; That thereby an Uni- 


form way of inſtruction might be 


maintained 3 as no unlikely 
means both to regain aud pre- 
ſerve Peace and Unity in this 
Church. * 

But without further purſuin 
the notion of Preaching, we will 
here underſtand it in the moſt 


troden and common acception, : 


namely, as A way of inſtrudFing 
the people contradifins to Cates 
chizing; and to which it ſtand; 
in uſual compariſon as ſtrong 

| meat 


- 


| 


| 
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meat to milk. Now that Preach- 
ing in this obvious ſenſe is no 
proper means to recover us of 
our Diſſentions, and to beget in 
us a ſoberand fixed judgment in 

the tfngs — jon Cas it i 


generally 6 - comes to be 
made manifeſt in this following 


| Chapter. 


a. 6 a. i. 1  —_ 4 _— — a4 _ — — 


- Cmnar. XIT. 
Preaching inſufficient to re- 
fiare our Diſſent igos : 
Cateebizing proper for 
that purpoſe,8ec. A Scru- 


ple removed. 


Hat Difference which D1- 
vinEs make of things necel(- 
ſary to Salvati either as. a 
AMgarns without which it cannot 
be had at all, or as Commands 
without whoſe obſervation thoſe 
cannot'be ſaved to whom thoſe 
Commands are given, might have 
place here, if we were to ſpeak 
of Preaching, as by ſome it is 
looked upon, for an inſtrument 
without which not one poor 
Soul can be delivered from de- 


— 


ſtruction, 
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(ruction, nox + Sabbath we 
lowed either by ieſt or 
as God roquireth: Which 


the Opinion of 7. C. ALE 
of his Proſelytes. Lad. 
not to the- this D4- 
ſeaurſe , to let Ne Jown bod far 
Preaching (in the common. No- 
tice) is neceſſary, as a means of 
Salvation : For then we mult de- 
ſcend to particular perſons, in re- 
ſpe of whom the true value of 
its nece(fity muſt be taken, ſee- 
20g; tha none will fay it can be 
e neceſlary to the Salvation 

of all. 

There is none ſhall give more to 
the worth Sc neceſlity of Preach- 

and be more frequent there- 

in than my ſelf, But yet I doubt 
not, but thata man may be ſaved 
without | it. For if a perſon who 
m his Infancie hath received HY. 


'Baptiſm,at years of Diſcernment. 


H > (thal} 
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fall by by Catechi » be minded of 


at he ws vowed and pro- 
be'ca to believe 


| Fc Wi fr 
a per i= of” being ſet in a 


ſtate of Salvation, that Sh e- \ 
qual eſteemers can be accounted 
neceſſary | as a means thereof; 
though he krew 'no more of 
Preaching, than they in As 19. 
did of the Holy Ghoft. 

But let Preaching be a means 

never { neceſſary to fave our 

- Souls; yer that it isnot G ſutable 

& proper to reform & fix our er- 
roneous & inconſtant judgments 
(as is conceived) ſeems clear and 
evident upon the force and bb- 
Yiqules of this..ſingle inſtance, 
namely,, That Sh have - 
been,” and till ate the greateſt 

- adinirers of popular Preaching, 
and the moſt cager hearers of ma- 

ny Sermons, aud rhe moſt oe” 
cls | 
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lels followers of -ſeyeral _ LeQu- 
rers , have notwithſtanding all 
this, been, andare , (1. ) The 
molt /incoaſtant, (.2..)- The moſt 
erroneous in;their Opinions, 
...And frſt,.. as. for. their giddi- 
dinels and, uncoaltancie,, there 
needs 'no other demon(tration 
thereof, than their rowling from 
one Opinion to another, For if 
they have ſtuck faſt to any one, 
yet that being evil, their adhe- 
rence thereunto ought not to be 
accounted Conſtarcie, but Per- 
werſench.. 
Now. if we enquire into the 
cauſe of this (icklceneſs of judg: 
ment ſo notorious among the 
zealous Sermonilts, and Yulear 
SeFaries, we (hall find that it is a 
want of Carechizing, 4, aug at 
they were never duly inſtrufted 
in thoſe privdary Priaciples of 
Religion, which would have 
H 3 rightly 
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rightly inform'd and Wapkhei 
their .jadgments.” Throngh the 
want whercof,they have proved 
like unballaſted veſſels, Hable to 
be be 80008, -_ blown NE 
contraty Dq- 
(kj Bice by thoſewho were 
crafty to, deceive; and who have 
ptoved themſelves to be lineally 
deſcended of thoſe great preten- 
ders to Godlineſs and Knowledge 
(tnention'd in the inſpired and 
Fccleliaſtique Scriptures) and'e- 
gregioul] carers, fo creep- 
ing into houſes, and ſeducing i 
ly women, who were ever learn- 
ing, but never able to come to the 
knowledge of the Truth. Vide Ex» 
feb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. 7b. 2. 1b. 3, & 


4 | 
Nor need it create our won- 
der that ſuch perſons are ſo bad 


proficients in Religion, ſecin 
they began to cn it at the 


wrong 


il nk aw wit a. at. Sf a + 4 © 
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wrong end, and ran to the Le 
(tare before they had been at the 
Catechiſm. And indeed it cati< 
not be imagined that thoſe ſhould 
make any laudable progreſs ci- 
ther in Divine or humane Know- 
ledge,who in the Rudiments and 
firſt grounds thereof, have had 
either none, or a very flight E- 
ducation. | 

And as/the' moſt unfatiable 
Hearers of Sermons have proved 
wavering and unconſtant m their 
judgments,for want of a' timely 
and through Catechizingzfo like- 
wiſe upon the ſame ground they 
have been very erroneous and O- 


piniative, For this want of a 
plain I»ſtitution in the Princt- 


les of Truth, hath left them UE- 
ſtirute of a proper Teſt, where 
they might be able to explo 
and! try what is preacht, and to 
ſeparate the pretiozg frans the 
H 4 vile. 
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Through the want where- 
7 grey imbibe afalſe 
Dathrine. 5 and are ready 
+ rs Dole eelſon w ACcor- 
to the im reelſign which the 


te noiſe of the laſt Ser- 
mon. has made upon their Sex- 


2352 


__ 


or 
Nos 7 ry happier in their 
þ oy premer ures,that in hea- 
thus) preacht. The 


| Ma run upon the ſame 
rock in both, For albeit the.Dj- 

e:. Word isin it ſelf the pure 
; —S of all ſaving Truths; 


yet perſons not trained up in a 


competent apprehenſion of Cate- 
chiſtical Principles, make it a ſink 


of icious Errors 3 ſucking 


Peace ; turaing the fincere milk 


of Gods'Word mer the be prion of 
_ Alps, and perv e Scrip- 
tae to their 0» ry uction 3 


white 


 Conteation from che Breſts of 


— — 


Bia fr. {iy 
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while they makethe Oracles -of 
God not toſpeak theirown, but 
fuch a ſenſe and: language ,- as: 

beſt adjuſt their Deſignes, 
and” Intereſts. 387 DIS) 
And as no malice proves more 
implacable than that which ari- 
eh: che of the aſhes: of an Apo- 
ſtate love”: - So noErrorsare'more 
dangerous than thoſe which pro» 
ceed from/a wrong interpreting 6c 
application of the Word of Truth. 
And as thoſe whole 'ifancie has 
been playing with founds/;: think 
every thing they hear'is tunable 
to their fancie : Sothoſe whole 
minds are once infeted with '&+ 
vil Opinions, think every Text 
ſpeaks according tothe Opinions 
wherewith - they are infected. 
And it is an Hypotheſis will meet 
with few GOES, Fhat men 
who are prejudiced and prepol- _ 
- ſefled with Errors in Riches, 


H 5 Can- 


, 


-+ Te 
cannot "be: reduced but by we: 
__—_ rightly prin- 

nr 
tempte \ 


cuous Catechizing 
this that'men- prove 1n Reg 
pel 


onliko the houſe ut; the Go 
founded-wpon'/a rock, which by 
no force* of ſtorms ad wiads 
could be ſabvyerted. And there- 
fore if this ery ent wer be not 
ſurely laid, uper wres mM 
Religion lie es 4 the looſe ſand, 
and are calily waſht away by the 
mſinuating {tzons r” falſe 
Teachers. And what is yet fur- 
ther- to be conſidered, we fe the 
neſt of the Barlding Gok with the 
Foundation: : if that be ſhaken, 
all will-go to ruine. And Chri- 
ſtians not well aded in the 
"Elements of Truth and. Holi- 
nebs, ' will quickly be perſwaded 


— 


OO —_—_— 


t) give themſelves up to any | 


wild 


ls 
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wild Opinion, or looſe praftice, 
and thn Schiſmatique or Tray- 
tor, to the great Hazard and cot- 
fafion both of Church/"and 
State, 7 <1 
But if it be obje&ted' that Ca- 
om; eh 15 a plaiſter too narrow 
for our ecanſs it cannot - 
reach thoſe whoſe Age of fome 
other circumſtance excludes 
them the number of thoſe for 
whom this ſort of TnſirutFion'ts 
appointed, notwithſtanding they 
have no leſs need thereof than ©- 
thers : To this it will be "oak: 
to return the ſucceeding 


derations, viz. 
r. That the Chitrch obviated 
this ſcruple, when in the laſt E- 
dition of the Lyturgy, ' ſhe's 
_— Catechiſm Ne 
earned of every perſon,” © 
h er Fiftieth ed ori enjoyn'd 
the Clergy to inſtrut all the 
ignorant 
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{ons of their Pariſhes in the 
publike Catechiſm. - And that 
thoſe who bear the heavy load of 
many: might not decline 
this way of inſtitution, they may 
ke i founded inthe Apoſtoli- 
cal pratticez which was to Ca- 
techize the adult'; as before was 
obſerved. 
*2. To be duly inſtructed in 
the Principles of Chriftianity,is a 
duty incumbent upon all, who by 
the krowledege and Prafice there- 
of hope to. be eternally ſaved. 
And therefore 'it the Aged : be 
therein ignorant, they have more 
reaſon to bluſh wr He 1g00- 
rance, than to'be thus inſtruCt- 
+ and with diligence and hu- 

ty 


to. wait, at this Gate of 


| edge» zather than with 
- JForto diſdary: 1t....... - 
'* 3+ If the Elder ſort have ci- 
ther not-been taught at all, or 
have 


\ 


— 


TW" *F 
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have forgot the chief Heads and 
Catechetical Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity, they now meet with 
a fairoccalion both to learn and 
call them to minde.. For by be- 
ing preſent and attentive in hear- 
ing the Younger Catechized, the 
Ancient(and all) may be brought 
to know what -they do not un- 
derſtand, to remember what they 
have forgot, and to be inform'd 
in what they have erred. So that 
at the ſame time Catechizing 
will inſtru the Ignorant, re- 
member the Forgetfxl, and in- 
form the Erronioxs :- And there- 
fore adminiſter a Fhyſick pro- 
per and ſutable to. our ſeveral 
Maladies; . which cannot be pre- - 
tended to by thoſe other Me- 
thods, that have hitherto been ſo 
eagerly purſued. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XHL | 
The Benefits of Catechizing, | 


oi reſpe's the Civil 
State. w-4 Clergy. 


© 3- The People. The Mi 
chiefs of private Schools. 
Objefions againſt the 
conſ:ant practice of Cate» 
chizing removed, 


Ut beſides what has been dif+ 
courſed , there are Other 
coode Effects of Aer ay ens which 
be as fo many mo- 

ce its practice. 
And in the ſtr{t lice Cate- 
izing Win an eminent manner 
WE knive tothe Peace and Wel- 
fare of the State 5 becauſe it 
takes care that the Younger ſort, 
who 


OE 
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who are the hopes of a Nation, 


be duly educated m thoſe Prin- 


ciples, on whoſe practice the late- 
ty ind havpiics of a State de- 
pends, For to ſowe in the pure 
minds of Tox#h the ſeeds of Ver- 
tue and. Truth, before' the Tares 
of Vice and Error,and the weeds 
of the Forld, have canker'd and 
ſpoiled the Soil, is by the conſent 
of all wiſe men, a point of in- 
comparable force and moment 
for the well-ordering and Gv- 
verament of all kinde of- Socie- 
ties, and for making Common- 
wealths ever flouriſhing and hap- 


-Py. (For by the means of Cate- 


chizing, the Younger fort will be 
planted. and grow up in a due 
Conformity and Obedience to 
the Laws in being ; which'is 
undeniably a proper expedient 
to uphold States in the Terms 
wherein they are, and to tree 

theut 
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them from the danger of being 
ſo eaſily obvious to alteration 
and change. For the Opinions,of 
what nature ſoever, wherewith 
we are firſtſeaſon'd, are of dou- 
ble force to any ſecond Perſwa- 
ſions and Dfager: And this makes 
the «Spaniſh \Nation early and 
careful in Carechizing their 
Children 3 by which Method (e- 
ver ſince its uſe) they have not 
ſuffer'd the leaſt diſturbance and 
alteration 1n Church or State. 
Fhat,/eriows people having large- 
ly experienced the Truth of their 
own ſaying : No es menos impor- 
tante et ſer de la DoGrina que @ 
dela Naturaleze. And in con- 
firmation of this remark, it were 
- eahe to load the Margin with' a 
n1merous Quotation, and the 
line with a tedious recital of ma- 
ny excellent Patlſages out of Pla- 
$0, Ariſtotle, Socrates, Seneca, Ta- 

cite, 


* Res 
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citws, Agel}. and almoſt all the 
learned Heathen : Plutarch's E- 
ducation of Children doth a- 
bridge them all. But we need 
not 5s ſharpen our tools with 
the Philiſtines, ſeeing an Iſraetite 
can do it better. For Solomon 
is plain, That the way to have 
men Religious and honeſt; to be 
peaceable both in Church and 
State ; 1s from their Childhood 
to train them up ( the Margin 
Catechize them,in the Duties that 
they owe unto both. Prov. 22. 6, 
And the Eccleſiaftick & Politick 
Parents, as well as the Natu- 
ral, will finde great fafety uf ob- 
ſerving the wiſe advice of Ber 
Sirach. Bow down his neck while 
he is young, and beat on the fades 
while he is a childe; leſt he wax 
ſtubborn, and diſobedient, and ſo 
bring ſorrow to thine heart, Ec- 
cluf. 30.12. But there needs 
hereof 
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hereof _ncither illuſtration nor 
enlargement. And therefore we 
ſhall cloſe this Period with that 
excellent Spaniard, Sor los afe- 
tos en la Ninez como el Venens, 


&c. Vices in youth are as poy- | 


ſon, which if it once take ſerſure 
of the heart,the paleneſs it intro- 
duceth no Phyſick, can remove. 
Saavedra, Idee de un prin. pol. 
Chriſt. p. 8. | 
ience, by a Catholick a> 
greement,is the Crown and Pillar, 
the Glory and Srength of all Go- 
verament, Burt this Obedicace 
can never be firm and durable,it | 
it be not founded in Conſcience. 
Foraccording. to the informati- 
on of tis, we ſhall find the ex- | 
preſſes of the” other, And not- 
withſtanding that | unparallel'd 
Villanies haye been every where 
ated under the pretence of Con- 
ſcience, yet this is ſo far from ma- 


king 
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king it reaſonable to neglett and 
deride Conſcience, that 1t ſhould 


engage usby all good means tg 
haveit ſo regulated and inſtru&- 
ed, that it may be no leſs ſervice- 


' able to Peace and Union, than it 


hath been (the pretence)to carry 
oh Difſention and Schiſm. And 
we need not doubt but a. right 
Conſcience wil as powerfully 


" oblige to Peace, as arr erron 


Thſtigate to Sedition : And that 
if men were once fully Catechi- 


zed inthe Duties of the Second 


Table, they would no be 
able to reſiſt the Ecclefiaſtick or 
Secular Power under the Banzer 
of Conſcience. 

In the fecond place, an Una- 


| nimous nſ{e' of Catechizing 'the 


eople m the ſame things, will 
rp little redound to the cre- 
dit of the Clergy. For by this 
means they will teſtifie to the 
world 
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world their _ Harmony and Cons | 


ſent -_ That they. all teach the 
ſame things ; and are not, as. for 
lack hereof -ſome imagine, like 
the Naturaliſts .two-headed Fa 

t, pulling contrary ways, but 
Al looking on the _ Objects 
ta" Seraphims on the Mercy- 


And. doubtles one. end of 4 
Church-Catechiſm. was. to. pre; 
rye .an Uniform procedure in 


teaching the oa grounds 


and convenient, . that, they who 
proſe bat one God, ove Chrl 
one iſm, and one Goſpel, 


ſhould conſent and be trained up 
in one.Catechiſm,. . The incon- 


* 


yenience arifing from the uſe, of | 


divers, by -Pope 
- Clemens the Eighth, cauſed him 
to have a Catechiſm compiled,, 
 »Which, excluſive of all others 


ſho uld 


_—_ m_ —_ _— m_— _— 
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| ſhould be taught in all thoſe 


Countries -that call themſelves 
Catholick.” Ut ſublati modorum 
docends varietate, uniforme, fa- 
clizeq, inflruendi idiot as &- fum- 


plices de rebus fidei exercitinm 


| reddatur ;, faith the Congregatio 


Reformationis, which reviſed and 
approvedir. 

* And in" the Gereva Lyturgy, 
we finde their Paſtors limited not 
ohly to the ſame' Catechiſm, but 
alſo to how much - thereof they 


ſhall reach every Lords day,with- 


out any interpolations of their 
own. 'A thing which ought care- 
fully to be provided for in our 
own Church : For if the Clergy 
be cither leftto a liberty of u- 
ling divers Catechiſms, or to 


-uſe the Churches as _ pleaſe ; 


and under a pretence of the legal 
InflruGion, take a more ſecure 


-occalion to inſti] into the aig 


oo ©—42 ace. 7T, 
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of the nnawary e their own 
Opinionsand Phankes, they may 
molt malitionfly deceive the in- 
tention. of the Church, and_for 
feeding, poyſon their Congrege- 
tions. They will proye-falle to 
their truſt, and moſt -pernicioully 
contradiQ- the Name they bear. 
For the Clergy are Catechilts in 
the maſt important ene of their 
Office, and are. bound by that 
Title not. to; ſound their own 
words, but to Eccha and re 
what the, Church has ſpoken; 
not- only the words and ſyllables, 
but the ſenſe and meaning, 
. But if the Clergy were never 
ſo unanimous and diligent both 
in the 1aterpretation and practice 
of the Catechiſm , the ;beneht | 
thereotwill notbeſo vifible,while 
there are thoſe who unteach in 
rivate what is taught at Church. 
* is the undermining er 
O 


of many of thoſe P:tite Schools, 
wherewith the Nation is furchar- 
ged and abuſed. The moſt where- 
of being ſubſervient to no bet- 
ter end than to give the Toxth an 
ill-feafoning as well in the Rudi- 
ments of Religion as Grammar. 


And albeit the redrefling of this 


miſchief has been pioutly recom- 
mended by the Sovereign Head 
of this Church, to Perſons pro- 


gore that parpony yet it i5® 


feared that the iſſue will be 


rather an Ercreaſe of Licences, 


than any Abatement of wndue 
School-Tedchers, contrary to the 
77 & 79 Canons. 

Till 1/-ae! wanted Smiths of 
their own, they never went to 


the Philiſtims to fharpen their 
| Mattocks. "It ſeems no lefs a 


want of Policie than AﬀeQionin 


the Church, while her own breſts 


are full to fuffker her Children to 
| ſuck 


” - 
I f . _ MN | Ls - ; 4 | « IT 


ſack ſuch Nurſes, as with their 
milk will infuſe Diſobedience a- | 
gaiult her., 
The Jeſuites uſually ſay, That | 
they.never doubt to replant their | 
Religion, where they have once | 
lanted a Colledge; becauſe this | - 
RG obtained, they will have op- | 
portunity to 1nſtrudt the Youth | 
( which 15 an employment they | 
ayery where labour to engrols to | 
their Society ) whereby they fear |. 
not butin time to cat out the fa- | | 


thers Principles with thoſe they |. 
Inſtil iato the ſon. And the 
preſent ſtate of affairs will eaſily 
- turn .this into no unſeaſonable |, 
Allofion. , 
. Butin. the laſt place, the una- | . 
,nimous uſage of the ſame Church- | 
Catechiſm, and the modd'ling, | 
_ ordering and direting all pub- 
. like Infiruttions according ” 
: als 


49 r69 
— F of Words; will 
rr (ome tothe le 


Ns Honour to the Clergy, 
_ the peop wrt be 
e 


livered from thecfear-and/ pey 


comriry Dodtrines; 
and confequ ahcaondty be ebfied and 
butlt/up/ in fuch ' an Uniformity 
both of [Belief and Manners, as 
may at once ſecure 'as well? theit - 
Converſations as efits from 
Ungodlineſs -and Error 3: which 
yields a fair probdbflity;of cloſing 


| our” preſent breaobes;: andopre 


fixure, os 1iT 
And now ſecing that the wet- 
fare" of the _ _ credit-of 
the Clergy,and ſafety cf the 
-ple- Aveee! 7 har ani 
ſolticite the ics of Catechi- 
zing;z there is nothing on the 
Clergies part that can retard it, 
but what I ſhould” be loath to 
name or imagine. But.a 1t-be 
| .Aaid 


Ve 


Se 
4 


xo he Pumieerv 
fhjdin behalf ofthe Laity, That 
Catechir bet Ss wk 


| 


devoted to-pleaſe their humours. 

"2. That they ought not {o 
much to reſpc& the peoples fan- 
cies, as proficiencie. in Religion ; 
the: infdtming of their judge- 
ments; and-directing thetr Con- 
+ ſciences, and not the hnmouring 
-of their caprices,ought to be their 
chicfaim and travel. 
; » 3. That they cannot deſerve 


the Name of Guides,who are ww; 
le 


led by thoſe whom ſhould 


rule : theiſſue whereot will be 
no better -— peers or TO 


leading, 

"4 Tha if Catechizing be. 2 
wn Inſtruction, wabich will 
preſerve the Unity and 
Peace * the Church, and moſt 
ſolidly and ſecurely advance'the 
edification of the people ;- then 
there is no need to be ſollicitous 
for any other ends or intereſts. 

5- ” And as for the canſtantre- 

——_— audience of the ſame 
to Salvation 
(as they they are the Contents of the 

hurch-Catechiſm _) it may be 
juſtified by that old ſaying [[Nww- _ 

fSatis docetur nungquant 

Fatis diſcitarz ] Thoſe Leflons 
can never be too much ta 
which can never be too much 
learned. For repetition in this 
caſe is to make the Catechifin, 
I 2 what 
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wiſe faſtened like nails by 
ied Maſters of Aſſemblies. And 
gh in all the blows of the 

the aft be the ſame, yet 

= ua is no ſtroke. ſuperfluous, 
while every one tends -to com- 
pleat the work. We may bring 
the fame quarrel againſt reading 
Books, and hearing Sermons : tor 
they are but old matter in new 
mwdss and if {tript of Dref and 
iſe, OE gal ealily be 
5 put » pans Va- 


any thing. be. | et ed :to_ be 
Xew, WE.May fafely. conclude. it 


: 5 tto, acuate the whole Ob- 
.je& Age Catechiſt will 
finde enough in the;Church-Ca- 
trechiſm to entertain his "oF F- 
gation with varicty,& to 

"_" profigal all but itching Ears. iy 


Wharhodeed: it is, the words; of 


pom GTG ligion, af 


| 


—— 


— 
— 
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It wants nothing that is requiſite 
to defend us in our Journey,or to 
ſave us when come to our long 
home. And thoſe whoarethere- 
in duly inſtructed, will finde 
themſelves ſo ſufficiently guards 
ed, that no_ machinations of Hes 
refie or Schiſm will be able to 
batter or undermine them. ''In- 
deed. the diligent uſe of Catechi- 
zing will be its beſt Vindication, 
and moſt effetually anſwer all 
Objections againſt it. And with- 
out all- controverfie, there was 
never a greaterneceſlity of enfor- 
cing 'what we now treat of, than 
the conjundture wherein we 
live. Fot we ſee Satan is let looſe, 
and lays hard at the Souls of 
Chriſtians 3 not only by ſuch Q+ 
pinions as diſturb our Peace, but 
would utterly deſtroy our Chri- 
ſtianity. Inſomuch that we have 
great necd to ſpeak toevery one, 

v2 as 


The Pulmitſve 
that famous nog to his 
Pilar upon pproach of an 
-quake, Sterd job, or 

ſhall be « ſeken d i 


wecannot, if we want a ſure 
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Foundation in Religion ; and this 
cannot be exp: where it is 
Rot Laid in a and timely Ca- 

CHAP. 
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CHapPp. XIV. 
The Church Catechiſm. to be 
' prefer d before others, 
for its Autbority, Uſe. 
fulneſs, Accompliſhment, 
Contents, &c. 


Ur if after allthat hath been 
or can be ſaid concerning 
the Antiquity and Benefits of Ca- 


a_—_ bn yenerel, or more 


Liege reins a rept 

a vantage in re 

of the preſent 

our own Nation, Je, _—_— 
hat Catcehilm ought oo 

he afe > I ſhall return, 

h therdarema- 


ny excellent Catechiſins both in 


our own and forein Languages, 
I 4 . com- 


w - INE 
, by private pertags,out 
Sfrh 10n 
Ws con .accrewing to the 
gx0pe from this-of * Teaching 3 
«there .is-none (which) with 


of this Comm tto 
equal eſteem with the Cate- 
chiſtm ofthe Church, if we canſi- 


AS We; ought, its Aajthority, 
lack, and + "Aacaretlth: 
ment. 


-- And 1a the firſt place; asfor j 
Authority , the 'Church-Cate- 
.chiſm hath no le6 pre-eminence 
-abaye others, than the. Decrees 
of. Councils abqve the. Inſtigati- 
'ons of aprivete Spirit... For the 
difference betwixt this, and Ca- 


' ment of private Subjects. 
«This is not to caſt any imputa- 
tion 


wa. # as tits hb* ww. % 


 techiſms »penn'd b 

* , like that oo | 
we:and Statutes ag- 

= and the advice aad- judg- 


tr bees a. A. > a... 


fon of its publike Authority. - 
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tion or diſreſpect - pan thoſe Ca- 


techiſnis penn'd by . greve anil 
learned Divines ; whichare:good 
in themſelves, and uſeful in- go 
ſtation :1 But to ſhew, that the 
Church-Catechifin commands. of 
us a peculiar Veneration, yo 


In the next place, by vertueaF 
its Authority, the Church-Cate- 
chiſm hath an eſpecial Uſefulneſs, 
in being the common Teſt by weÞ 
we may try who are of, or againſt 
our Communion. | It .is likewiſe 
an excellent. Form of Religion, 
whereby particular perſons. 
examine their own Opinions i 
pracarg. ad giye an account 
of their Faith to thoſe who. would 
therein os eſtebliſb or ſubs 
vert them. 

In the laſt place, 'the Accoms 
pliſkmentofthe Church Catechiſm 
greatly cnhaunſeth' its | Com- 

I 5 mendation, 


—_— \Forif its Contents 


[man Points of -Arag Juſti- 

' fication, Sandtification , ec. It 
may hereunto be truly anſwer'd, 
== 
cx totally om 5 
x-arp nap 'is not re omiflion, 
bur ev hr and Orthodox Ex- 
thereof, which is the 
of the Exception. - But if 
> nature -of a Cazechim were 


wt x it would be no 
n_ againſt the Churches, 


that ſome thin = therein e1- 
"ther more darkly. or more ſuc- 
ſet — For if 'eve- 


ry point of Dottcine' were "in | 


wy ID. AO foo 


_ 


a Catechiſm diſcuſs'd at length, 
it would loſe and forfeit- its 
Name. But beſides all this, 4t4s 
ealie for a Clerk, of ordinary #»- 


Auſtry and Letters to' make all 


thoſe Points: plain and obvious 


- out of the Church-Catethifan\, 


whoſe want is objected againſt 


its compleatneſs. And we have 
no reaſon to wonder or repine, 
that the Church hath left 
thing to exerciſe the laboursand 
Abilities of her Clergy. | 
But to conclude : It we ma- 
turely examine the Catechiſm,we, 
ſhall finde therein ſuch a natural 
evenne(s in the Method an 
Style; and ſuch a.confiſtencie 
ſoundneſs im the Matter, as 1s not 
in any like compoſition ealily to 
be matcht. As for the Introdu- 
ion, it naturally carries us to all 
the circumſtances of our Admi- 
fon 'iato the Church, $hewing 
when, 


—— _ 


” 
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| ran whom,'after what man- 
'*  -nerjandby what means we be- 
. , came Chriſtians. Next, it-ac- 
| us with the great Privi- 
Benefits, and Duties of 
Chriſtianity, as alſo how by So- 
Jlemn Vow we ſtand obliged to 
them. - The Queſtion is 
plain and fbort ; the Anſwer 
tulland pithy. And the Com- 
-Ptters thereof have (manifeſted a 
[fin wiſdom and care, in de- 
hvering*the- Rule -in the fewelt 
ineſt words. For if they 
 *hadlo: it with long indica- 
. «tive Periods, they might at once 
$2 = both''puzzl!'d the under- 
| m_—_—_— oppreſſed the me- 
-mory of *thoſetender Capacities 
for whom chiefly it was delign- 

ed. 

£ If we look into the principal 
"Chapters of the Catechiſm, the 
_ *Church therein has followed 
| the 


—  —. ERS g, 
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the copy of the beſt and ancient- 
eft Catechiſts : | For like them, 

ſhe hath reduced to four Gene- 
ral Heads all that is truly neceſ- 
fary to Salvation. For retrench- 
ing what is but artificially neceſ- 
ſary to acquire the felicity of the 


future ſtate,” all triily neceſſary 
-thereunto, is reduceable, r. To 
Faith, or things to be believed. 


2. To Obedience, or thin 
be done, - 3. To Prayer, or t lies 


to be received.” 4. To' Sacra- 
"ments, or things to admit and e- 
ſtabliſh us in the Church: 


As for the things we are"to - - 


Believe, they are ſfumm'd.m 
Twelve Articles , bearing _ 


'name of the 4 Apoſie Cree 


cauſe it was either of their &- x 
poſing, or contains the ſubſtance 
of all which they taught to be 


neceſſary for ſingle Belief 5 and 


colleted by Apoſtolical 
Mcn 
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men, out .of their Writings, iato 
this ,Form or Breviary that we 
now 


profeſs. 
kg for Obcdience, the Deca- 
Ka e is its Rule and Qbjeq, 

ich compriſeth a pure draught 
of ratical Duties. 

ayer, which makes another 

head of the Catechiſm, is an au- 
xiliary to the two former ; for 
unleſs we beg and obtain the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, we can ncither 
believe nor obey as we ought.--- 
Know this, that thow art mot a- 
ble to do the e won s of thy ſelf, 
wor to' wal Command- 
nents of God » air we his. ſpeci- 
cal Grace,which thou muſt learn at 
all times to call; for by diligent 


Prayer, | And the, molt abſolute | 


Formand Pattern. of this Duty, 
19 that 'which-Chriſt collefed 
when hereformed their Eweholo- 


£9, out of the Traditions. of the 
Elders, 
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Elders, and recommended to 
his Church, and which bears his 
Name, The Lords Prayer. 

The Sacraments are the fourth 
Head of Catechiſm, which God 
ordained 10 compliance with 
mans infirmities and weakneſs, 
For being that thoſe things which 
concern the Erdlefi Welfare of the 
Rational Sou], are like it ſelf of 
Spiritual and Divine Nature,and 
therefore not eafily to be com- 
prehended by choſe who have 
their Underftaading hmred by 
their ſenſes; it pleaſed God to ap- 
point certain Holy Rites called 
Sacraments, which by outv/ard 
and viſible Signes repreſent unto 
| us that -inward and ſpiritual 

Grace which he beſtows upon us ; 
aud which are alſo means where- 
by we are partakers of that Grace, 
and pledyes to affure us of that 


participation. 


CHAP. 
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+C.u42..x V.. 


An account of ſome Objeti. | ti 


ons uſually brought a4: 
gainſt the Church-Cate- 
ebiſm. 


T hath been generally obſer- 
| ved, That Zexl.if irbe not ſo- 
berly governed when it ſtriveth 

talt any thing, that cither 1n 
ae" 4 or but. appearance,  op- 
Poſet  Aeugons, doth « apaly 
. proceed wit 1mpetuoul- 
nels, that Religin, it ſelf is un 
danger. And as it not ſeldom 


falls out, That an over-cager de- | | 


fire to pluck up weeds, doth he 
zard the mag x79 of the poor 

m; ſoa zeal agai 
That is ſuper{titious, or bur f 
pre- 
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ended to be, doth often put 
for the, Truth 6& practice of Re- 
ligion into ſuſpence and debate. 
And although this is an Obſerva- 
tion which mjght be cally attey 
| ſed through all the Perivds ofthe 
Church, yet we need not look fo 
far back for teſtimony thereot, 
if we. reyolve ' what, has happe- 
ned among our ſelves within.the 
Annals of our Memory. For.we 
have ſcen the malice of the De- 
trating ſpirit of Faftion,and Se- 
dition expoſing every laſtituteaf 
"the:Church to contradifiga, 0.908 


repraach.'- Accounti Argu- 
ment- enough to gs: ly 


Jars uſed by the "Church, = 
there could. . any, way b 
Wo. the peſious mark 9 Po- 


ax Lge 

Inns th ht be,cx- 
emplified —_ te whole Bo» 
dy of the Churches Lyturg y, yet 
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the preſent Theme obliges me to 
remark only ſuch Hoc: brat 
greater ſpeciouſneſs are brought 
mt the Catechiſm. For as 
other 'exceptions, the ſmal- 
neſs' of their importance renders 


" Now the firſt thin 6bjeRt ed 
againſt the Citoctiſia ,"t <6 
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duty of Abridgements to 

wy aha v4 21 necellary, ,and 
to take ok unneceſlary in z 
the Church-Catechiſme will be far 
from the name of an 


Abridgement,iFits very entrance, 
or wy by OR Trivial 


"Bo ral agony ye will appear 


SM it is con 

Church ia omggronas F-agiþc ob- 
ſerves the Method which is natu- 
ral to Diſcourſts fram'd by Que- 


ſtionand Anſiyer,whole eatrance 
| ever ſome fanuliar 


we, ir. SB T"TETETTT 


ay 

Principles, of that Religion 
which they it was very 
proper to begin; her Inftrution 
with 
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with an enquiry for that Natng 
m which "they firſt undertook 
that Profeſſion. | 
- And in this refpe& our Publike 
Carechiſm''is'more' app6ſite and 
genuine, than either the Roman 
Catechiſm eſtabliſhed by Pope 
Clement the Eighth , or that of 
Geneve annexed to their Lytur- 
gy** for after'a long Pred 


oth 
with, £xebe eft Iz Principale j 


"But the entratice of our | 


"Chirch-Catechiſm will be fur- 
ther indicated from the -impu- 


the one þeging with Selines| 
tina Chriſtiana ? The 


tation of levit 
F, whenits ri 
hat it doth na 
Catechized' to the knowledge 
of what - moſt nearly imports 
him. For -( as 'twere by 


all 


or ſuper fixouſ-| 


- 


y | guide the | 


the | 
hand) it gently carries him te || 


 Inffifur: In. | i3g 
all-the concerning circumſtances 
6| of his admiſſion into the Church z 
R by whom ;atwhat time ;z andaf- 
'| ter what'manner, he was made a 
6| Member of Chriſt, or we 4 
into the Congregation of, his 
\ Flock, and had a right conferr'd 
&| upon, him to- partake of all. the 
f 
” 
; 


Promiſes and Priviledges of the 
New Covenant, Baptiſm being 
an 1nauguration- into that Relj- 
| gious Society - which Chriſt 
Founded. 
And as we read that the peo- 
' | ple of God have from the begin- 
ning had Names of ſpecial ſigni- 
»| fication ( as Adam,Chava, Abram, 
-| &c.) whereby they were put in 
| mind of ſome (ignal mark of Gods 
| . Providence toward them, and of 
| their bounden duty of being pi- 
| oully thankful : So the Catechi. 
.zed when he .is 'demanded the 
| Name, ig which | he became a 
| Chri- 
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Chriſtian, i it ide re har ob- 
Hgation, 7. .To depart nl 
rity, and I civdeby es walk wor- 
of that Name by which he is 
Hed. 2. To what in 
that Name he vowed” and pro- 
mifed. 3. Toexamine his prof 
ciencie in that Religion into 
which by this-name he was firſt 
; Initiate, To EX _ IE 
| ombraries of 
fayour, that he © fr —_ 
ded, as to call him after his own 
Name. 

But the Catechumen may up- 
oh another account be firſt called 
upon for his name, becauſe it 1s 
the badge and cognizance of that 
Holy Religion in which he is to 
be inſtfutted, and of which 'he\ 
muſt give. an 'account both to 
God and his Church, now andat 
the laſt; And ſuperſeding all o- 

ther Reaſons, thoſe that have 


been 
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I91 
been chas bri jatimat 
(at lealt ) w bil ici clear 46 firk 
Queſtion-and Anſwer of the Ca» 
rechiſm from the guilt of Trivial- - 
neſs, vanit SIE 1mpertinencie, 

» As. to what: is objeted againſt 


the ſecond Queſtion and fan 


it will be fufficient to Reply, 
That our Church therein is con- 
formable to the Primitive. For 
Tertuliarr ( a Father of the third 
Age ) ſaith poſitively, That it 
was the cuſtom of the Church in 
his time, to admit none to the 
benefit of the Scriptures, or to a- 
ny . diſpenſation concerning Sa- 
cred and Diviae things, or to 
the ſcanning and examination 
of particular Queſtions of Re- 
ligion, who could not firſt give 
a glear account of all material 


- cireum(tances of their Recep- 
ton 1ato the Ark of Chrilt' 


Church. By whom, at < 
time, 
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time, ard after what mannet they 
were received '( which -are the 
Thgredjents ' of the ſecond Ans | 
ſwer in the Church-Catechiſm) 
and whether they ''did ſtedfaſtly 
believe and maintaifiall thofe ge- 
neral Principles, wherein there 
ever was an Univerſal -and a 
nimous agreement- among al 

Chriſtians. 'And thoſe who could 
not give an account” theteof, 


were looked upon as ſuch who 


had noright tothe Communion | 


of Chriſt's Church, andthe: Fri 
viledges of his Kingdom. '- This 
Teſtimony of the Churches pra- 
dice is to be (cen in Tertabian's 
Preſc. adverſ. Heretic. ' A piece 
which was written -by him, - as1 
conceive, before the provocations 
of the Roman Clergy tempted 
him to turn a Montaniſt, & tobe 


led away with the Enthuſiaſtick | - 


Deluſions.of that Sect. -He lived 


11 


| 
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| modeſt St. Cyprian, that he (uſit- 
ally called him his Mafter: 


| they 


thq - 


| Infitution. 
in the third Age, and was ſo hi 
mthe eſteem of rhe- humble 


: 'Hie- 
rom. in Cat. 8cripsE celeſe Abra-' 
ham Buchol. Chronolos. 

- The impoſition: of the Name 
being confined to the preciſe time 
of Baptiſm, is 'by-fome. looked 
u as an impertinent 1 
ep taſting highly of Superſtit 
, - But they would be of an o- 
* ehit mind; if *withour' prejudice 
would have nl ety the 
ir e of the Charch,” which hath 

Ways given Names 'to t 

chil ren ſhe admitted_into her 
Fellowſhip, at the pun&ual time 
of their” admiſfion. "And this 
'will'be plainly diſcerned, if we 
look back unto > Cirdamciſion(the 
firſt Charaderiſtical Sacrament) 


. 


for fromthe time of (its Inffiey- 


tion; tothat of its'legaVaboliſh- 


K menr. 
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;the Male recetved his name 
— oe of -that 4roly 

wive:nitigtory.: -> | 
. -Noxdoth any Wayovacunte 


this. Aiſfertion, ithat we read. of 
ſome whohad aames before they 


exe! oifoumciſed, (after- chatjnd- 
miſflary Rite was apppointed)as 
Gehn5 18; ;"Benoni, Gerſhem,nand 
Exod.' 2.-& -- the -Lraclites. born-m 
#: Stuus. the Wilderne;whom 
h Wwe.--may ſuppoſe not 

t0' 7A wanted: Natnes, [as ho 
Sl Cirpiameihone .But as tough- 
1g' the example of Bewori, it af- 
.fords little of OQbjeftion, ſeeing 
that at ;Circumcifion his - Name 
-was changed. Apduhar hap- 
PN Gtr/Dem,'t Was 
ib en the Lrachrtes4n 
the Defart,1n. this calenot' at- all 
Argamentarive, - -becaule iti was 
_extraqrdinary ,--andayhen acod(- 
gs wk them ts pee, Up 
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Law. So that notwithſtanding 


ken againſt, as 


Old a2 = | Þ ws A Gb Boot ee 4 
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.| 
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allthis, we may conclude -tha 
Circumciſion was the uſual time 
for the impolition of names. And 
the like cuſtom has always been 
obſerved at- Chriſtian Baptiſm'; 
the Church thinking it moſt con- 
venient: that the Baptized ſhovld 
at the fame time receive his Chri- 
ſten name, whereat' he became /a_ 


-Chriftian. 


But that for which the Church 


ſeems leaſt accountable, arid* 


which makes the greateſt noiſe, 
and which is objected with the 
faireſt plauſibility, is that which 
concerns Sureties in-Baptiſm, 
whoſe Office is decri'd as nnwar- 


.rantable , becauſe they under- 


take what they cannot diſcharge. 
And the very name (of Godfa- 
thers and Godmothers? is'ſpo- 
a poop anation 

ame, being a 


of the moſt. Holy 
T tranſ- 


of the third Com» 
m And this is an Ob- | 
jedtion which cannat be - better 
'afſoiled, than by laying down 
.a clear Scheme of the Antiqui-- 
ty - and Reaſonableneſs of Sure- i 
ties in Baptiſm. . - - | 
And 1a the firſt place, the Ag- 
tiquity of Sureties, at and forthe 
reception of Perſons into the 
Church, is indiſputable. For if 
we look into the Jewiſh Church 
when ſhe was in her beſt purity, 
we ſhall find, that ever ſince the } 
' inflitution of Circumciſion there 
_ were ſtill ſome appointed to 
be preſent, and hold out the 
Male to the Mohel to be circum- 
ciſed, _ And the perſon allotted 
for this Office, was ſome ſpecial þ 


friend of the Fathers, who 1s cal- 
led the Maſter of the Covenant 
( but uſually in Latin, Initiatio- 
wis Arbiter, Swuſceptor, Compa- 

ter, | 


x 
ſ 


- 
, 
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fer ) who at the Door of the Sy- 

nagogue receives the child fron 
the women, who are permitteh 
to go further 3 and entring' the 
Syn , the S»ſceptor holds 
the child till the Hammobel. Cir- 
cumciſer, has taken away the 


foreskin. And how this: cuſtom 
was primitivelyobſerved/ambng 


the Jews; and in a mY 
ties derived /to''t 
may be colleQed. Sorheſine Yor 
wr has intimared' upon! 8/47 8. 
compated wirh St De ti:trom 
the 57 to the 60 Yerſe. 220 42t 
' | Now this'cuſtom | of Saretics 
in the-Jewiſh Church, need not 
at all refletuponthe ke i 1a'the 
Chriſtian. Being: it was invthe 

er of the later to retain any 


Rite of the former that 'was ap» 
parently decent, {ignificant, and 
edifying. For if every thing abs 


by the Jew were t0-be rejetted 
K 3 by 
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by: the Chriſtian, then moſt .of 
ourReligion muſt be caſt out of 
doors. For it was: not- the de. 
p_"— 


Total Law-giver $0 


but - to th 


Ds Befides 
nos + wr 
ate thegreateſt impugners,and 
.imperii nlayers. of 
mold m Bees did-it 
upot} the account tHat- 1t- was a 


(on dick and-queſ\iona- 


'ſeetn- to-ſome 
in its derivation- and- 
pee; ; yet its prattice is clearly to 
found - in- — ries of 
Chriſtianity. As they njuſt n 
know who have obſerved how 
frequently eDmwm, and 'ArdSoxw 
coeur ee Fathers ; and 
Swuſceptorer,S8ponſores, and Fide- 
-nthe Latin.” And how 
-ap——_— words (ignifie , and 


v- refer 
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refer to Vudertakers at Baptiſm. 
Platina "aſc bes the "Thiſtitution 
hereof unto; Hygir, who;fatth he; 
ordiin'd, that at theleaſt one Pas" 
trimw# or Matria (hould be pre- 
ſent at Baptiſm, and there hold 
the Infant till he 'was- baptized. 
Patrimys. and Matrima are old 
words, which > ry 

e who Under- 
took tbr the Vertuous and: pious 
education of the Baptized: - - 

Now, [if it- be* granted, that 
Mygin Biſhop' of Rome was the 
Author. of Godfathers and God- 
mothers, then this Cuſtom 1s of 
an yncontrouſable- Ancientneſs, 
For” Hygin, lived in the Second 
Age, arid was a Mirtyr- in the 
Y44 of Salvation. And it 1s ge- 
nerally gratited;that this good Bi- 
ſhap took occaſion from thoſe 
Perſtecutions which were fitavy 
upon © the Church, ro: appoint 
| K 4 $uUreties 
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' Suretiesin Baptiſm. . That in caſe 
- Parents ſhould fall into aw 
er wt ,. bagiſhment , 
death, : there might be ſome 4 
take. care of hte childrens in- 
ſtruction | in the truth of that Re- 
na . into. ach they were - 
inKlate. 

But whatever, was the firſt occa- 
| fion or ground of this Suretiſhip, 
we are certain that for its great 
' ſtanding in the Church, it may 
take place among thoſe Primitive 
Races, which Di 12 all deſcend- 


ing Ages to be retained. And | 


; this will appear from the very 
natuce add reaſon of the thing it 
{elf,.. And ,a cuſtom or. Law, 
it cannot be elder, yet it 
may ſafely be ſuppoled. to be as 
old as its chief motive and rea- 
ſon.. 

Now.,zhe neareſt Method to 
prove thc ,reaſonablenels, of this 


cuſtom 


o 


| der ſch things as 
| K 5, 
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cuſtom of Baptiſmal forties ret 
examine both WAAL ; 
the | child . at the. ar 
Baptiſin,, and What th 


Nr ms wick ature... 44 
onde ee 
the child , at tn 

ceivesthisSacramentsP Ea a 


us, was NO More 


and to jean a name according, | 
Peri dec: Andie 


Abien T3 < 
hav ety colour to q 


Chal _— 


the furyre,..it. 


repr Tg it 13 no IN 
_than to be.careful 5h the child 


He rigs tn Chr end 15) 


are NE-- 
cellary 
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hat th ar Smrica have done'i 


1..F 
SIOIT UUIRD, 
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fiakioa 


—C—— — —O— 
— ND C—_ 


nid - -4 
could not aggue my; &}f;rill. } 
fidex's 5:14 Thaechy wy re 
ce yarey er Nature, Pa- 
are nes 
children! in t things of _ 
ang therefore was þ- to enter 


paciey einſkrud , 
put a7) era I ne. 


carclely to 
aent$i may he corrupted with 


<hehvnriaind fhercler, 3nd by rea- 
lo _ be altogether unfit 
-to-pertner this Office; - And in- 
daodpi6 wereftefb uponthe rem- 
rotranttrniot ther Age wel livein, 
ahbe Ghurob 1 {(eem/{ never; to 
my hadmore-need-of Sureties 
or their:;-Orthodox inſtruction, \ 
whoci-ſheaakes mto ber. Com- 
munonQ:!; For ſo many. Parents 
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oats 1 ae a 


prapdneo age the the ge wy 


bow rar po 2 grin 
none of theſe Reaſons herein ar- 


| rae ES the- thing it 
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of this cultom of Godfathers and 
Godmothers in his -Commenta- 


ries upon-the: 3, «(lures of 
ty Anti ar it oppoleth 
no ' Holy Writ ;- that it 


5 eflet of the Parents. love 
want oe en-"fok 
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ther R Aint That 
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out Baptiſm : and this cannot be 
had without making the Vow 
thereof; and it is impoſſible for 
the Infant to make this Vow, but 
by its Proxies; whooblige them- 
ſelves no further, than to ſee that 
the Infant be taught ſo 0s 45 
be fſhaſl be able to learn what « 
lemn Vow, Promzſe. and Profelſe 
on be has made by bis py 414, 
or Sureties, 

And by. this ſhort account. of 
what. ay Godfathers and .God- 
mathers do. for the Infant* in 
Baptiſm, it 15 ealie to apprehend 
that none ow rk :ngriegs from 
this pious wor t po- 
6d” fe 5 org: 
And MT Ph who: right dy 
underſtand this SO Riſh(S,? 
yet refuſe it ,they may be thoug ht 
__ to want Charity than Por . 

er. and that they are unwilling, 


and not unable to perform it, 
' Nor 
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Nor doth it. lefs refle& upon 
their deportment, who' turn this 
pious Cuſtom into! an idle. Cere- 
mony, 'by privately devolving 
upon the Parents, what the 

publikely, undertook for their 
children - with dath at once 
fruitrate and chntradi4”® the in- 
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nune. nature. of a Vow. 
And\in Anſwer. to this Obje- 
ion, it-will be .coavenient to 
oblerve;.That-the Vow and Pro- 
miſe: made by Sureties in” Ba 
tiſm1s-not abſolute for in an 6 4 
abſolute-ſcaſe,no man can-.under- 
take for another. - But the. Vow 
is conditional z- andi. the; child 
when come-to' age mult. either 
own it,, or forfeit the benefits of 
Baptiſm. And-as thoſe who-aze 
married. being; A6@#0rce, when 
CcOmeto mature yedrs-may: chaſe 
whether the Marriage ſhall. be ra- 
tified- or reſcinded. ;- So- it-is m 
the power ;of the- Baptized at 
ears. of diſcretion, to icknow* 
E or. renounce the Vow: of 
Baptiſm... - If he'allow of, and 
conſent to- what at-- holy 'Bap- 
tiſm was vowed-, it» his name 
at.the ma- 


bound 
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| bonnd actually to believe and do 


it. Bur ifhe diſdaim it ( which | 


is in his power) then- he diſ- 
owns all Intereſt and Priviledge 
nt _ with all the benefits of 
that Society into» which by Bap- 
eiſm werden nddporate. : 
The Catechiſmteacheth us out 
ofthe Creed,to 
the Son- hath redeemed all man- 


many-) becauſe he died -only for 
the Ele.» Buetliey would have 
noreaſon to-impugn the Church: 
es Dottrine in this particular, if 
thoſe Scriptures were impartially 
eonftdered ' by ' them, 
Wheteon this Poſition 
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guide thoſe to the Topicks of 
their confutation, who gainſay 
this, T7 khelieve inGod the Sor, - 
who hath redeemed me and all 
mankinde. That his death was 
both ſufficient and intentional to 
ſave all mankinde, but is cfte- 
Qual and efficacious for none but 
true Believers, is a diſtintion 


" which being wiſely and ſoberly 


uaderſtood, would remove that 


\ claſhing, which ſome fancie there 


is, betwixt the Catechiſm and 
the Seventccath Article of the 
Church. 

Many other Scruples brought 
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are purpoſely omitted, becauſe 
they will ealily be obviated in 
its ( intended ) Expoſition.  Be- 
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| men Ere- 


every.Station 


-i-10, pexfunQory (and negligent. 


' | .Now-asin acommon Contagion 
= \ - -vo/lels care- mult be had the 
_ | : found than infirm ; and the cure 
. of ſingle perſons is required to 
"abe conantd of, the Epidemical 
- Diſeaſe :;$9 remiſsne(s in Cate- 


chizing 


p- 
'Catechi- 
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and which if not prevented 
Tiga ay itterpotonihek- 
of, will 2A that - deſtruQion 
which they thyeaten and progno- 
ſticate. 
- And if we look into the per- 
ſons ' who are capable herein to 
be delinquent,” they may be re- 
diced erther- to 5 flick as the 
Church has ordained to admini- 
ſter, or receive this Soveret 
Medicine.” © The former are the 
Clergy'1n the whole denamina- 
-tion4- for he among them who 
excepts, deceives both - himſelf 
* and the Church.” And notwith- 
ſtanding that the Clergy in &#- 
"fred Writ bear divers appella- 


tions ' 


- 
*% 
= 
=. 
i, 
. 
by . 
F 


Ht 


: 


| 131% 
g 


Y 


255 


[ 

ji 
F CEpaSn, ; Ir va 48 
S202 8 5: 5 + Ns CATLIN D 


MW _—_—_—— EE ____—_—_ 


wit 
r-*OWn,, REL 
| 5K EPCCA> 
that” 1 rio 


A GE TIoP.A mr IE 
"yy hEnk C i 


Sa ket A 
ati uh 88 Full of her 


'bea-" 

Home, 

tan” Paghn the: FX - 
thawkave ft It Mont * 
(0 


ro wh See M ke 
vo ng, 7 wor the e pidyitig 
0 


[1 


— = ww+c5  Q 5&5 SH 


4 & —»Y - is 


The Concluſion, 35 
of the 'verity of the Chriſtian 
eligion; but the 
of its' _ ſeems 'to be + 
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